
EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
Third Regular Session 

House Resolution No. _______ 

INTRODUCED BY  
REP. ALFRED VARGAS 

A RESOLUTION 
EXPRESSING TRUST AND CONFIDENCE TO THE PRESUMPTIVE 

APPOINTMENTS OF PRESIDENT-ELECT FERDINAND “BONGBONG” R. 
MARCOS, JR. AND URGING STRONGER UNITY AMONG PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE SECTORS IN USHERING FULL ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2022, His Excellency, Ferdinand “Bongbong” 
Romualdez Marcos, Jr. has been proclaimed as the President-elect of the 
Republic of the Philippines in the May 9, 2022 National and Local Elections 
and President Marcos will sit as the nation’s 17th President; 

WHEREAS, President Marcos’ historical lead is a testament to the clear 
mandate that he received from the Filipino People and stands as 
overwhelming evidence to the trust and confidence reposed in him to lead the 
Nation as its Chief Executive,1 Commander-in-Chief,2 and Chief Architect of 
Foreign Policy;3 

1 “The executive power shall be vested in the President of the Philippines.” CONST., art. 
VII, sec. 1. 

2 “The President shall be the Commander-in-Chief of all armed forces of the 
Philippines[.]” CONST., art. VII, sec. 18. 

3 “In our system of government, the President, being the head of state, is regarded as 
the sole organ and authority in external relations and is the country’s sole representative with 
foreign nations. As the chief architect of foreign policy, the President acts as the country’s 
mouthpiece with respect to international affairs. Hence, the President is vested with the 
authority to deal with foreign states and governments, extend or withhold recognition, 
maintain diplomatic relations, enter into treaties, and otherwise transact the business of 
foreign relations.” Pimentel, Jr. v. Office of the Executive Secretary, G.R. No. 158088, July 6, 
2005. 
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WHEREAS, in the days leading to his proclamation and thereafter, 
President Marcos has publicly announced presumptive appointments to his 
Cabinet,4 including, recently, the Secretaries to the Department of Justice, 
Department of Trade and Industry,5 and Department of Finance;5 
 

WHEREAS, in his three terms as Representative of the Fifth District of 
Quezon City and Chairperson of the House Committee on Social Services, this 
Representation has personally and intimately worked with many of President 
Marcos’ presumptive appointees; 

 
WHEREAS, this Representation personally knows about their 

dedication to service, proven competence and integrity, and unwavering 
loyalty to the Constitution and the Filipino People; 

 
WHEREAS, for instance, this Representation has had the honor of 

advancing pro-people legislative advocacies with fellow leaders in Congress 
like Honorable Senior Deputy Majority Leader Jesus Crispin “Boying” Remulla 
of the Seventh District of Cavite, the incoming Secretary of Justice; 

 
WHEREAS, among newly announced presumptive appointees, this 

Representation is also well-cognizant of the qualifications for Secretary of 
Trade and Industry of international development banker and finance expert, 
Honorable Alfredo E. Pascual,5 who served as the 20th President of the 
University of the Philippines—this Representation’s alma mater; 

 
WHEREAS, the roster of presumptive appointees of President-elect 

Marcos to the Cabinet has been lauded by various groups, with top business 
institutions particularly praising his pick for the country’s prospective 
economic managers, who are seen as “seasoned and competent economic 
leaders [who] would do good in managing our fiscal affairs”;6 

                                                
4 “Presumptive president Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. has offered Cabinet 

positions to former Labor Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma and overseas Filipino worker 
advocate Susan ‘Toots’ Ople, his spokesperson said on Tuesday. In a press conference, 
spokesperson, lawyer Vic Rodriguez, said Laguesma is being eyed as the head of the 
Department of Labor and Employment, while Ople was asked to lead the Department of 
Migrant Workers under the incoming administration.” Filane Mikee Cervantes, ‘Marcos offers 
Cabinet posts to Ople, Laguesma’, Philippine News Agency (May 17, 2022). 

5 “In a press conference, Marcos named former University of the Philippines (UP) 
president Alfred Pascual as the next head of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
under his administration. ‘I’ve asked Fred Pascual to head the DTI and he has agreed,’ he 
said. Pascual is the current president of the Management Association of the Philippines.” 
Filane Mikee Cervantes, ‘Marcos bares more Cabinet appointees’, Philippine News Agency 
(May 26, 2022). 

6 “Local business groups on Thursday welcomed the economic team taking shape. 
‘They are all seasoned and competent economic leaders. We believe they would do good in 
managing our fiscal affairs,’ said George Barcelon, head of the country’s biggest business 



 
WHEREAS, indeed, this Representation recognizes that the President-

elect, his Cabinet, and his whole Administration will be taking on the critical 
challenge of steering the country towards full socioeconomic recovery, 
following the unprecedented damage caused by the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic in terms of adverse commercial outcomes and human suffering; 

 
WHEREAS, for example, pandemic-related economic losses for the 

National Capital Region alone have been recently estimated to comprise a 
“minimum [of] 10.66% of its Gross Regional Domestic Product”7 and the 
pandemic’s impact is even more severe among poor and vulnerable rural 
communities where health and economic problems are confounded by peace 
and order issues of conflict, criminality, gender-based violence, and internal 
displacement;8 

 
 WHEREAS, despite the challenges ahead, this Representation 

expresses full optimism that the President-elect and his Cabinet will be able 
to lead and steward the nation towards prosperity and handle the country’s 
socioeconomic recovery with decisive actions and a clear vision; 
 
 WHEREAS, towards this end, the unity of both the private and public 
sectors will be indispensable and this Representation has repeatedly 
emphasized that the Philippines’ progress in the “New Normal” can only be 
gained through a “whole-of-nation, whole-of-government, and whole-of-
society” paradigm;9 
 

                                                
group Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry.” Jeanette I. Andrade, ‘Business groups 
nod as Marcos forms economic team’, Philippine Daily Inquirer (May 27, 2022). 

7 “The study finds that in NCR, a policy trade-off exists where the minimum economic 
losses below the 70% average [healthcare utilization rate] comprise 10.66% of its Gross 
Regional Domestic Product. Meanwhile, for regions that are non-adjacent to NCR, a policy 
that hinges on trade-off analysis does not apply. Nevertheless, for all simulated regions, it is 
recommended to improve and expand the capacity of the health system to broaden the policy 
space for the government in easing lockdown measures.” Elvira P. de Lara-Tuprio, et al., 
‘Economic losses from COVID-19 cases in the Philippines: a dynamic model of health and 
economic policy trade-offs’, Humanities and Social Sciencies Communications 2022;9(111). 

8 Ditte Fallese, ‘How COVID-19 impacted vulnerable communities in the Philippines’, 
World Bank Blogs (November 21, 2021). 

9 See, e.g., House Resolution No. 2552 or A Resolution Urging the Department of 
Tourism (DOT), Other National Government Agencies, and Local Government Units (LGUs) to 
Magnify and Consolidate Efforts Aimed at Supporting the Full Recovery of the Philippine 
Tourism Sector (April 8, 2022); House Resolution No. 2557 or A Resolution Urging the 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) to Promote the Availability of Work-from-Home 
and Similar Working Arrangements to Protect our Fellow Filipinos’ Economic Welfare and Right 
to Health Amidst the Country’s Shift to the “New Normal” During a Period of Global Economic 
Instability (March 18, 2022). 



WHEREAS, the President-elect’s call for “Unity” is, indeed, timely at 
this historical juncture of our government and, hence, Representation loudly 
echoes the President-elect’s call to unite—and to unite against the Filipino 
People’s common adversary: the COVID-19 pandemic and its socioeconomic 
consequences; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to express trust and confidence to 
the presumptive appointment of President-elect Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. 
Marcos, Jr. and urge stronger unity among public and private sectors in 
ushering full economic recovery. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS , MPA 
Fifth District, Quezon City 


