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House Resolution No. _______ 

INTRODUCED BY  
REP. ALFRED VARGAS 

A RESOLUTION 
CALLING FOR CONTINUED WHOLE-OF-GOVERNMENT, WHOLE-OF-
NATION SUPPORT FOR MARGINALIZED FILIPINOS AND PANDEMIC-

IMPACTED SECTORS AND INDUSTRIES TOWARDS THE FULL 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RECOVERY OF THE COUNTRY 

WHEREAS, President-elect Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. Marcos, Jr. has 
received an overwhelming mandate from the Filipino People after the May 9, 
2022 National and Local Elections, with a lead that is both historic and 
unprecedented; 

WHEREAS, the 17th President of the Republic of the Philippines will be 
starting his Administration at a time when the country is gradually recovering 
from the social and economic devastation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which has especially impacted the poorest of the poor and various businesses, 
sectors, and industries, whom millions of our fellow Filipinos rely on for their 
livelihood; 

WHEREAS, since its first confirmed cases in China in the latter part of 
2019 and the first confirmed community transmission in the country in the 
first quarter of 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic “has rapidly transformed into 
an unprecedented global economic and [labor] market crisis, with severe 
impact on the world of work in the Philippines;”1 

1 International Labour Organisation. COVID-19 labour market impact in the Philippines: 
Assessment and national policy responses (2020).  
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WHEREAS, this negative labor market impact has been “more 

pronounced among vulnerable and part-time workers, young people, overseas 
Filipino workers, women, and healthcare and medical workers,”1 considering 
substantial production disruptions as a result of forced business closures and 
the inability of workers to get to work;”2  

 
WHEREAS, as a case in point, the unprecedented global health, social, 

and economic emergency of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted into a 
“COVID-crisis on tourism,”2 grounding to a halt an industry that “contributed 
12.7% of the country’s [gross domestic product] in 2019, and provided 5.71 
million jobs in the same year;”3  

 
WHEREAS, this Representation has been very vocal in supporting the 

full recovery of the tourism sector and other pandemic-affected sectors, and 
through House Resolution No. 2552,4 has since called for “whole-of-
government, whole-of-nation, and whole-of-society approach in addressing 
the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic to our fellow Filipinos—in 
recognition of the valuable contribution of various stakeholders in solving a 
problem of this scale and magnitude;” 

 
WHEREAS, this Representation, through House Resolution No. 2511,5 

has also earlier called emphasized on the negative impact of the pandemic to 
the education sector, especially private schools, and has expressed the need 
to introduce “wage and other forms of subsidies and financial support to 
private schools and their teachers [to] alleviate their conditions and assist 
private schools” towards full sectoral recovery”; 

 
WHEREAS, the Department of Education (DepEd) has heeded this 

Representation’s call and issued DepEd Order No. 9, s. 2022, creating the 

                                                
2 World Tourism Organization, ‘International Tourism and COVID-19’ (2022). 
3 “In the Philippines, the government closed the airports in Luzon on 20 March as part of the 

Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) that started in the island on 16 March. The tourism sector has 
already felt the negative impact of the pandemic on its performance much earlier. In other countries, 
travel restrictions and measures have started as early as January of this year, and have impacted the 
Philippine international tourist arrivals. Domestic tourists, on the other hand, also limited their travel 
for fear of contracting COVID-19. The Department of Tourism reported that international tourist 
receipts in the first quarter of the year declined to PHP85bn, 36% lower than the revenues in the same 
period last year.” PwC Philippines, ‘Impact of COVID-19 on the Philippine Tourism Industry’ (June 
2020). 

4 A Resolution Urging the Department of Tourism (DOT), Other National Government 
Agencies, and Local Government Units (LGUs) to Magnify and Consolidate Efforts Aimed at 
Supporting the Full Recovery of the Philippine Tourism Sector (April 8, 2022). 

5 A Resolution Urging the Department of Education to Immediately Explore Solutions Aimed 
at Supporting Private Schools During the COVID-19 Pandemic to Avert an Education Crisis Among 
Filipino Learners (March 5, 2022). 



Private Education Office “to implement programs of assistance to schools, 
learners, teachers, and other personnel in private education”6—an act that 
demonstrates government’s continuing readiness to alleviate the plight of our 
fellow Filipinos in the “New Normal” and its openness to this Representation’s 
call to action; 

WHEREAS, this Representation has also urged leaders in government 
to be more empathetic to the needs of the Filipino worker and, through House 
Resolution No. 2527,7 called for the promotion of work-from-home and similar 
working arrangements to protect our fellow Filipinos’ economic welfare and 
right to health—especially in view of global political instability and tensions; 

WHEREAS, through the unity of the Executive and Legislative 
Departments in the “Bayanihan Laws” (particularly, Republic Act No. 11469 
or the “Bayanihan to Heal as One Act” and Republic Act No. 11494 or the 
“Bayanihan to Recover as One Act”), various social programs have been 
developed and implemented to assuage the social condition of those who are 
most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic; 

WHEREAS, social protection programs have been implemented 
including emergency subsidies through the Social Amelioration Program 
(SAP), which were shown to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on poverty for millions of Filipino families;8 

WHEREAS, millions of the most marginalized and disenfranchised 
Filipinos also continue to benefit from the Assistance to Individuals/Families 
in Crisis Situation (AICS) program of the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD)9 and the Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa Ating 

6 ‘DepEd establishes Private Education Office to provide support to private institutions in basic 
education,’ Department of Education Press Release (March 18, 2022). 

7 A Resolution Urging the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) to Promote the 
Availability of Work-from-Home and Similar Working Arrangements to Protect our Fellow Filipinos’ 
Economic Welfare and Right to Health Amidst the Country’s Shift to the “New Normal” During a 
Period of Global Economic Instability (March 18, 2022). 

8 “The poverty simulation results show that if the government did not implement an emergency 
subsidy program, an additional of 1.44 million families or 7.53 million individuals will become poor as 
a result of the pandemic. Implementation of the SAP reduces the number of Filipinos who will become 
poor to about 410 thousand families or 2.82 million individuals.” Celia M. Reyes, et al., Mitigating the 
Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Poverty, Philippine Institute for Development Studies Discussion Paper 
Series No. 2020-55 (December 2020). 

9 “The Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situation is a social safety net or a stop-gap 
mechanism to support the recovery of individuals and families from unexpected crisis such as illness 
or death of a family member, and other crisis situations.” ‘Assistance to Individuals/Families in Crisis 
Situation’, DSWD. 



Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers (TUPAD) program of the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE);10 

WHEREAS, these programs, projects, and activities that continue to 
assist and uplift our countrymen in the difficulties that they face because of 
the impact of the pandemic requires further support as the pandemic is not 
over and tens of millions still are reeling from its impact; 

WHEREAS, reports of subvariants of the SARS-CoV-2 have been 
validated by the Department of Health (DOH),11 showing the dynamicity of the 
global pandemic and its continuing threats and risks not only to public 
health, but also the socioeconomic conditions of our fellow Filipinos; 

WHEREAS, at any given time during this pandemic, the Filipino family 
is vulnerable to border closures, disruptions in the supply chain, cessation of 
businesses, termination of livelihood, and a catena of adverse economic 
impacts that cascade into daily struggles for the greater community; 

WHEREAS, the pandemic is, indeed, still here and there is an urgency 
to provide mutual aid and assistance to our fellow Filipinos who are in need—
a fact that is not lost in the incoming leadership of Honorable Representative 
Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez, the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
in the 19th Congress;12 

WHEREAS, this Representation urges all members of the House of 
Representatives to support Speaker Romualdez’ vision of “Bayan Bangon 
Muli,” and extends the same call to all incoming members of Congress—
towards a genuine unity in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic, similar to 

10 “TUPAD or Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers is a 
community-based package of assistance that provides emergency employment for displaced workers, 
underemployed and seasonal workers, for a minimum period of 10 days, but not to exceed a maximum 
of 30 days, depending on the nature of work to be performed.” ‘About TUPAD,’ DOLE. 

11 “In a press briefing, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said the two individuals 
from Metro Manila were the country’s first two cases of BA.2.12.1. She said they both went on home 
isolation from April 21 to April 28 and have since recovered after experiencing mild symptoms. They 
had 39 close contacts found to be asymptomatic. However, their vaccination status and confirmatory 
test results have yet to be verified, according to Vergeire.” Kathleen de Villa, ‘New Omicron subvariant 
detected in 11 foreigners, 3 Filipinos,’ Philippine Daily Inquirer (May 14, 2022). 

12 “House Majority Leader Martin Romualdez on Thursday said the next Congress will 
prioritize the passage of presumptive president Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr.'s legislative agenda, 
including a stimulus package to help the country recover from the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Romualdez, who is the top contender for the speakership post in the 19th Congress, said they are eyeing 
the passage of a Bayanihan-type of legislation to be called Bayan Bangon Muli (BBM), as well as a bill 
resetting the scheduled December barangay elections to save PHP8 billion that can be used to fight the 
pandemic.” Filante Mikee Cervantes, ‘Next Congress to pursue BBM stimulus package: Romualdez’, 
Philippine News Agency (May 19, 2022). 



this Representation’s unceasing advocacy for whole-of-nation, whole-of-
government, and even whole-of-society approaches to rebuilding the country’s 
economy and the lives of all our fellow Filipinos; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to call for continued whole-of-
government, whole-of-nation support for marginalized Filipinos and 
pandemic-impacted sectors and industries towards the full economic and 
social recovery of the country. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS , MPA 
Fifth District, Quezon City 


