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House Resolution No. _______ 

INTRODUCED BY  
REP. ALFRED VARGAS 

A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH (DOH), DEPARTMENT OF 

TOURISM (DOT), LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS (LGUS), AND PRIVATE 
STAKEHOLDERS TO JOINTLY DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT MEASURES 
TOWARDS PREVENTING A SURGE IN THE INCIDENCE OF COVID-19 IN 

OUR COUNTRY’S TOURIST DESTINATIONS 

WHEREAS, for the past two years, the Philippine tourism industry has 
been a victim of the COVID-19 pandemic because of border closures, 
community quarantine policies, social isolation protocols, and travel bans; 

WHEREAS, this public health crisis has created a cascade of economic 
shocks in the country considering that “the tourism industry contributed 
12.7% of the country’s [gross domestic product] in 2019, and provided 5.71 
million jobs in the same year;”1 

WHEREAS, because of the government’s aggressive and evidence-based 
approach to addressing the COVID-19 pandemic through vaccination and 
strict public health standards, the Philippines is seeing a pronounced 
reduction in new COVID-19 cases, including in healthcare utilization; 

1 “In the Philippines, the government closed the airports in Luzon on 20 March as part 
of the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) that started in the island on 16 March. The 
tourism sector has already felt the negative impact of the pandemic on its performance much 
earlier. In other countries, travel restrictions and measures have started as early as January 
of this year, and have impacted the Philippine international tourist arrivals. Domestic 
tourists, on the other hand, also limited their travel for fear of contracting COVID-19. The 
Department of Tourism reported that international tourist receipts in the first quarter of the 
year declined to PHP85bn, 36% lower than the revenues in the same period last year.” PwC 
Philippines, ‘Impact of COVID-19 on the Philippine Tourism Industry’ (June 2020). 
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WHEREAS, Metro Manila and scores of provinces have already been 
placed in Alert Level 1 since March 2022, which translates to the easing of 
movement restrictions, removal of capacity limits to businesses, and the 
reopening and reinvigorating of local economies—especially for the tourism 
sector; 

 
WHEREAS, this Representation has earlier commended the 

Department of Tourism (DOT) for its efforts in ensuring the speedy recovery 
of our embattled tourism sector, especially in the “New Normal;” 

 
WHEREAS, the easing of COVID-19 restrictions nationwide has created 

a lot of opportunities for the full recovery for our local tourism industry and 
more and more of our beautiful tourist spots are seeing better numbers in 
terms of visitors and economic gains; 

 
WHEREAS, the increase in travel, however, translates to an increase in 

the risk that COVID-19 cases may rise and this is confounded by 
overcrowding conditions and noncompliance to minimum public health 
standards; 

 
WHEREAS, in fact, the Department of Health (DOH) has warned of “a 

potentially significant increase in cases taking place as early as mid-May – if 
Filipinos would continue to let their guard down against the virus;”2 

  
WHEREAS, other countries have seen rising cases in COVID-19 

because of the reopening of the tourism sector—for instance, beaches in 
Mexico “are experiencing some of their highest infection totals since the start 
of the pandemic;”3 

 
WHEREAS, there has been a reported increase in noncompliance to 

minimum health standards in the country and projections for mid-May 
regarding COVID-19 cases paint a disconcerting picture of the country’s 
pandemic situation;4 

                                                
2 “While case numbers have dropped from March to April, the risk of COVID-19 is still all too 
real. The Department of Health (DOH) warned as much, as its experts saw a potentially 
significant increase in cases taking place as early as mid-May – if Filipinos would continue to 
let their guard down against the virus.” Sofia Tomacruz, ‘COVID-19 Weekly Watch: Another 
surge in mid-May is not far-fetched,’ Rappler (April 17, 2022). 
3 “COVID-19 infections are rising across Mexico, especially in two coastal states home to 
major tourism destinations that were busy during the holiday season. Mexican government 
data shows that Quintana Roo, where tourists flock to Cancun, Tulum and other spots along 
the Mayan Riviera, and Baja California Sur, which draws beachgoers to the twin Pacific 
resorts that make up Los Cabos, are experiencing some of their highest infection totals since 
the start of the pandemic.” ‘Mexico sees rising COVID cases, especially in tourism hotspots,’ 
Al Jazeera (January 5, 2022). 
4 “In the period that cases have dropped, the DOH said compliance with health protocols like 
masking also fell by 7% nationwide, and 12% in Metro Manila. Decreased compliance with 



 
WHEREAS, the risk is further aggravated by the appearance of COVID-

19 subvariants, as the World Health Organization (WHO) has announced it 
was monitoring two more Omicron subvariants: BA.4 and BA.5, which have 
been reported in South Africa and a number of countries in Europe;3 

 

WHEREAS, the appearance of more virulent strains of COVID-19 
remains a possibility despite vaccines, and the Delta and Omicron variants 
have already shown how dynamic the pandemic situation is worldwide and in 
the Philippines; 

 
WHEREAS, it is important to support the local tourism industry 

without sacrificing the safety and well-being of our fellow Filipinos, especially 
our fellow Filipinos who work as frontliners in our hotels, restaurants, resorts, 
airports and docks, and tourist destinations and facilities; 

 
WHEREAS, an inter-agency and inter-sectoral approach is necessary 

to determine evidence-based solutions that shall best address national and 
local tourism needs in view of disease control and prevention,5 including 
bolstering efforts in vaccinations in LGUs where booster vaccination is 
lagging; 
 

WHEREAS, policy fragmentation at the intersection of health and 
tourism will fail to address the risks of COVID-19, and duty-bearers in the 
DOH, DOT, local government units, and even in the private sector should 
consider social, commercial, and environmental determinants of health in 
preventing the surge of COVID-19; 

 
WHEREAS, this Representation has been steadfast at calling for a 

whole-of-government, whole-of-nation, and whole-of-society approach in 
addressing the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic to our fellow 
Filipinos—in recognition of the valuable contribution of various stakeholders 
in solving a problem of this scale and magnitude; 

                                                
the minimum health standards lay out two projections for the country: 20% decrease in 
compliance: 34,788 active cases – including over 564 severe cases and 267 critical cases in 
mid-May; 30% decrease: Active cases as high as 300,000 by mid-May.” Sofia Tomacruz, 
‘COVID-19 Weekly Watch: Another surge in mid-May is not far-fetched,’ Rappler (April 17, 
2022). 

5 “The trend towards destinations taking evidence-based approaches to restrictions reflects 
the evolving nature of the pandemic will also help restore confidence in travel while helping 
keep both tourists and tourism workers safe. […] The ongoing challenges posed by the 
pandemic further emphasises the importance of national authorities ensuring that 
immigration procedures and requirements are provided in a timely, reliable and consistent 
manner across all information systems and platforms, to maintain confidence and 
trust and to further facilitate international mobility.” United Nations World Tourism 
Organization, ‘New COVID-19 Surges Keep Travel Restrictions In Place’ (November 26, 2021) 



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to urge the Department of Health, 
Department of Tourism, local government units, and private stakeholders to 
jointly develop and implement measures towards preventing a surge in the 
incidence of COVID-19 in our country’s tourist destinations. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS , MPA 
Fifth District, Quezon City 


