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House Resolution No. _______ 

INTRODUCED BY  
REP. ALFRED VARGAS 

A RESOLUTION 
URGING IMMEDIATE SUPPORT FOR THE RECOVERY OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT UNITS AFFECTED BY TROPICAL STORM “AGATON” AND 
REITERATING A WHOLE-OF-NATION APPROACH TO MITIGATE THE 

IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE-DRIVEN NATURAL DISASTERS 

WHEREAS, millions of our fellow Filipinos had to face the Lenten 
Season in grief, having lost their homes, loved ones, livelihood, and cherished 
possessions from the devastation caused by Tropical Storm ‘Agaton’,  

WHEREAS, Tropical Storm ‘Agaton’ first made landfall last April 10 in 
Guiuan, Eastern Samar,1 bringing heavy rains over the Visayas, particularly 
in Eastern and Western Visayas; causing severe flooding and landslides;2 and 
devastating farming and fishing communities;3 

WHEREAS, according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council (NDRRMC),2 Tropical Storm ‘Agaton’ affected close to 

1 National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). Situational 
Report No. 1 for Tropical Storm AGATON (2022) (April 10, 2022). 

2 NDRRMC. Situational Report No. 5 for Tropical Storm AGATON (2022) (April 15, 
2022). 

3 “In the central province of Leyte — the worst affected by Agaton— devastating 
landslides smashed farming and fishing communities, wiping out houses and transforming 
the landscape. The disaster-prone region is regularly ravaged by storms — including a direct 
hit from Super Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan)  in 2013 — with scientists warning they are 
becoming more powerful as the world gets warmer because of climate change.” AFP. ‘‘Agaton’ 
landslides, floods death toll hits 148’, Philippine Daily Inquirer (April 15, 2022). 
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500,000 families in nine regions, with 15 local government units (LGUs) 
declaring a State of Calamity; 

 
WHEREAS, the NDRRMC reports that the disaster has caused 186.63 

million pesos worth of damage to agriculture, with Region VI or Western 
Visayas alone suffering more than 135.23 million pesos worth of lost crops 
and harvests;2 

 
WHEREAS, the 148 death toll from Tropical Storm ‘Agaton’ continues 

to rise “as more bodies [a]re found in mud-caked villages” and “[s]cores of 
people are still missing and feared dead after the strongest storm to strike the 
archipelago nation this year dumped heavy rain over several days, forcing tens 
of thousands into evacuation centers;”3 

 
WHEREAS, the storm struck just “four months after a super typhoon 

devastated swathes of the country, killing more than 400 and leaving 
hundreds of thousands homeless;”3 

 

WHEREAS, although agencies such as the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development (DSWD) and its counterparts in the LGUs have been 
swift in caring for displaced and affected families, much more needs to be 
done to assuage the sorrow of our fellow Filipinos and to meaningfully provide 
aid during these situations of personal and community crisis; 

 
WHEREAS, community, social, and economic recovery efforts should 

be started and expedited at the earliest opportunity to help our fellow Filipinos 
get back to their feet—especially our farmers and fisherfolks whose livelihoods 
have been entirely wiped out by Tropical Storm ‘Agaton;’ 

 
WHEREAS, these efforts towards full recovery require the participation 

of various national government agencies (NGAs), whose respective 
jurisdictions cover various overlapping aspects of disaster recovery, such as 
the Department of Agriculture, Department of Interior and Local Government, 
Department of Labor and Employment, Department of Trade and Industry, 
and even the Department of Tourism;4 

 
WHEREAS, this Representation has been a vocal advocate of the 

integration of the authorities and powers of NGAs to commit to a “whole-of-
government” approach, as well as the participation of the private sector—
especially the civil society and peoples’ organizations and groups—towards a 
“whole-of-nation and whole-of-society” approach in solving the country’s most 
intractable problems; 

 

                                                
4 “Governments and other stakeholders supported to integrate climate change and 

disaster risk reduction into relevant strategies and policies across and within sectors. […] All 
of society approach contributes to inclusive risk knowledge and management with particular 
focus on reducing vulnerability of the most at risk.” UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
UNDRR Strategic Framework 2022-2025. 



WHEREAS, such approach must consider accelerating financing for 
disaster risk reduction, ensuring that public investments are risk-informed 
and addressing resilience needs of infrastructures in our communities;4 

 
WHEREAS, such approach should also consider NGAs’ joint 

capabilities in monitoring and assessment, in view of the need for 
“[c]omprehensive climate and disaster risk information” which strengthens 
“the science-policy practice interface […] essential to achieve better risk 
informed public and private decision-making;”4 
 

WHEREAS, the same efforts should be done to ensure that the next 
natural disasters do not result to untold suffering and their adverse impacts 
are mitigated through proactive and evidence-based policies; 
 

WHEREAS, the vulnerability of the Philippines to extreme weather 
events has already been highlighted by recent catastrophes like Tropical 
Storm ‘Agaton’ and the country has been reported to be among the “most at 
risk from climate crisis;”5 

 
WHEREAS, these recurring natural disasters also bring to fore the need 

to closely address the concrete risks associated with climate change and 
consider this scientific fact as foundation of the country’s disaster risk 
reduction strategies; 
 

WHEREAS, in this regard, the Office of the President Climate Change 
Commission (CCC) has been steadfast to its mission “coordinat[ing], 
monitor[ing] and evaluat[ing] government programs [to] ensure [the] 
mainstreaming of climate change in national, local, and sectoral development 
plans towards a climate-resilient and climate-smart Philippines;”6 

 
WHEREAS, the CCC has adopted a National Climate Risk Management 

Framework to address the intensifying adverse impacts of climate change as 
it is “necessary for the country to harmonize and integrate various efforts of 
sectors and stakeholders on climate risk management, and to strengthen the 
country’s early action system in view of the increasing losses and damages 
from recurring extreme weather events;”7 

                                                
5 “The Philippines is the country most at risk from the climate crisis according to a 

report published in 2019 by the Institute for Economics and Peace. […] Its geography is one 
of the main factors for being most at risk from the effects of the climate crisis. […] The 
Philippines is hit by an average of 20 typhoons every year.  […] [T]he intensity of these storms 
has massively increased in recent years, with five of the most deadly on record happening 
since 2006. This is largely due to increased sea temperatures as a result of global heating, 
which causes typhoons to become less frequent but much more powerful.” ‘Philippines 
country most at risk from climate crisis,’ Amnesty International (October 29, 2021).  

6 Climate Change Commission website. 
7 “It envisions a climate action planning system that is anchored on a unified and 

integrated science and risk-based approach through the presence of a strong risk database, 
information and analytics system accessible at the national and subnational levels. The 



WHEREAS, the CCC has likewise undertaken to help poor and highly 
vulnerable communities adapt to climate change, especially since shifts in 
temperature and rainfall patterns from climate change have serious 
implications on our food and water security, energy sufficiency, human 
security, and ecological and environmental stability;8 

WHEREAS, despite the commendable efforts of the CCC, the continued 
onslaught of climate change-driven natural disasters shows that there is an 
urgent need to level up the capabilities of the CCC, as well as key national 
government agencies like the NDRRMC, to ensure that the next storm or 
typhoon does not leave anymore orphans or widows; 

WHEREAS, the catalysis of the CCC and NDRRMC’s efforts requires the 
same degree of integration that this Representation calls for with regard to 
disaster recovery from Tropical Storm ‘Agaton’; 

WHEREAS, it must be impressed that everyone has a role and duty to 
play in ensuring that our fellow Filipinos are safe during disasters, no matter 
how unavoidable the next storms may be, and this is especially true for NGAs 
and public bodies, which have been mandated to protect our communities’ 
and families’ lives and properties; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to urge for the immediate support 
for the recovery of Local Government Units affected by Tropical Storm ‘Agaton’ 
and reiterate a whole-of-nation approach to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change-driven natural disasters. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS , MPA 
Fifth District, Quezon City 

Framework further recognizes the strategic direction of the rationalized planning system 
(RPS), advocating for harmonization among planning guidelines to the benefit of our local 
government units (LGUs).” ‘National Climate Risk Management Framework,’ CCC Website. 

8 “Studies from the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) have 
shown that current and future shifts in temperature and rainfall regimes will have significant 
impacts, mostly adverse on agriculture, forestry, water and coastal resources, health, and 
urban areas. These have serious implications on our food and water security, energy 
sufficiency, human security, and ecological and environmental stability.” ‘Communities For 
Resilience,’ CCC Website. 


