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House Resolution No. _______ 

INTRODUCED BY  
REP. ALFRED VARGAS 

A RESOLUTION 
URGING A WHOLE-OF-GOVERNMENT, WHOLE-OF-NATION APPROACH 

TO AVERT A SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISIS BROUGHT ABOUT BY 
THE SURGING PRICES OF COMMODITIES AND FUEL DURING THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

WHEREAS, the welfare of the people is the State’s supreme obligation 
and the promotion of the public good and the Filipino people’s progress and 
prosperity is an ideal and mandate that all public officials and civil servants 
share across the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Departments of the 
Philippine Government; 

WHEREAS, the increase in fuel prices and concomitant rise in the costs 
of basic and essential goods—due to a host of factors, including global 
sociopolitical instability and the ongoing public health crisis of the COVID-19 
pandemic—have become more and more disconcerting every day; 

 WHEREAS, each day that passes without policy or regulatory 
intervention means more and more of our fellow Filipinos shall suffer; 

WHEREAS, each day that passes without an integrated approach to 
address this complex issue means that more of our fellow Filipinos will have 
to sleep hungry at night; more and more of our fellow Filipinos will have to 
forego medical check-ups and leave their lingering illnesses unattended; and 
more and more children and youth will have to stop their studies in an 
attempt to enter the labor force prematurely, so that their families could 
survive; 
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WHEREAS, amidst the call for various solutions—from the increase in 
minimum wage, the suspension of excise taxes, the implementation of 
subsidies, among others—no one solution is enough to fully or sufficiently 
address and encapsulate this multifactorial problem, which is a product of 
various social, political, environmental, and commercial determinants, whose 
regulatory jurisdictions fall within the ambit of various government agencies 
and bodies; 

 
WHEREAS, it is, therefore, critical that the problem-solving approach 

to this impending national crisis be carried out in a whole-of-government, 
whole-of-nation approach, taking into consideration the statutory authorities 
of various governmental bodies—especially in the Executive Department and 
local government units (LGUs)—to create a rational, comprehensive, and 
integrated policy solution or a series of such actions; 

 
WHEREAS, the fragmentation of policy solutions will mean a 

disconnect and miscoordination between and among national government 
agencies (NGAs), instrumentalities, and LGUs, leading to inefficiency and poor 
implementation, which shall, consequently, mean reduced social protection 
for the Filipino; 

 
WHEREAS, policy solution-making should consider the voice of 

affected stakeholders and include the recommendations of civil society 
organizations, people’s organizations, people’s groups, the industry, and other 
members of the private sector espousing the common interests of their 
members; 

 
WHEREAS, it is imperative that concerned NGAs and bodies with 

relevant mandates be convened immediately, together with the participation 
of affected stakeholders, to carry out inter-agency quasi-legislative actions, 
including joint issuances that synergize the powers and authorities of various 
members of the Executive Branch; 

 
WHEREAS, to this end, priority should be given to mitigate the impact 

of the rising costs of fuel and basic commodities, through the intersection of 
the jurisdictions of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department 
of Local and Interior Government (DILG), Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Social 
Welfare and Development (DSWD), among others, to raise the social 
protection floor for the most affected and marginalized members of the Filipino 
family; 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to urge the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), Department of Local and Interior Government (DILG), 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), Department of Energy (DOE), 
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), and other National 
Government Agencies, to convene towards the creation of a comprehensive 
and integrated policy solution through a joint administrative issuance—in 
consultation with affected sectors and stakeholders in the private sector—that 
shall mitigate the impact of the ongoing escalation in the costs of fuels and 
commodities that reduces our countrymen’s quality of life. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS, MPA 
Fifth District, Quezon City 


