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A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO IMMEDIATELY 

EXPLORE SOLUTIONS AIMED AT SUPPORTING PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC TO AVERT AN EDUCATION CRISIS 

AMONG FILIPINO LEARNERS 

WHEREAS, since the State of Public Health Emergency was declared 
almost two years ago due to the COVID-19 pandemic, schools all over the 
country have been physically closed to learners, resulting to “missing 
education opportunities” for more than 27 million Filipino students;1 

WHEREAS, millions of these children are at risk of falling behind and, 
without intervention, the two-fold public health crisis and social welfare crisis 
of COVID-19 threatens to transform into an Education Crisis, disrupting the 
development of the youth who we behold to be the Pag-asa ng Bayan; 

WHEREAS, the threat of this Education Crisis is already apparent in 
the private school sector, especially low-cost private schools, as “[t]he 
economic shock of the pandemic has placed [them] in significant financial 
stress” and “teachers [experience] losing their jobs, having their salaries cut, 
or not being paid at all”;2 

WHEREAS, the UNICEF reports that private schools’ “heavy reliance on 
school fees, lack of diversified sources of finance, and limited access to 
external finance, […] put the[ir] viability […] at risk in times of crisis” and, in 
many instances, their “operating model […] does not lend itself to resilience to 
shocks;”2

1 UNICEF, ‘Filipino children continue missing education opportunities in another year of school 
closure’ (August 25, 2021). Available at: https://www.unicef.org/philippines/press-releases/filipino-
children-continue-missing-education-opportunities-another-year-school. 

2 UNICEF (Andaleeb Alam & Priyambada Tiwari), ‘Implications of COVID-19 for Low-cost Private 
Schools’ (March 2021). Available at https://www.unicef.org/globalinsight/ 
media/1581/file/UNICEF_Global_Insight_Implications_covid-19_Low-cost_Private_Schools_2021.pdf. 
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WHEREAS, statistical data validates this concern as “only 2 million out 
of a former 4.3 million students in private schools had re-enrolled at the 
beginning of the academic year 2020-2021”2 in the country because “children 
who previously attended private schools […] switch to public schools, [and] 
others may delay entry or drop out;”2

WHEREAS, indeed, the losses of private schools are confounded by the 
socioeconomic shock of the pandemic to learners and students’ families, who 
could no longer bear the cost of tuition and matriculation fees and were forced 
to renege on their payment obligations to their schools; 

WHEREAS, this Representation’s consultations with private school 
administrators and managers in the Fifth District of Quezon City had 
confirmed this issue—signaling that, indeed, there is an Education Crisis at 
the horizon—and many private schools in Quezon City had already closed 
because of serious financial losses; 

WHEREAS, every private school closure is a tragic loss to learning and 
should be treated with concern by the State with the same gravity and 
seriousness; 

WHEREAS, every private school closure means wasted infrastructure 
and human capital, uncertainty in the future of our teachers and educators 
(who have already sacrificed so much, individually and collectively, to keep 
their schools open), and anxiety for students and their families who are 
separated from communities of learning that they had been long part of; 

WHEREAS, every private school closure creates an irremediable and 
indelible impact not only to their learners and students, but also to their hard-
working teachers, diligent staff, and the communities they help support; 

WHEREAS, many teachers have lost their jobs because of these school 
closures and it must not be forgotten that the Filipino people owes a lot to 
their teachers and our teachers are heroes standing at the frontline, often 
giving and sharing more than what they monetarily gain, in order to pursue 
their noble profession and mold young minds into models of civic 
consciousness; 

WHEREAS, it needs recalling that the Philippine Constitution declares 
in no small measure that the State “shall give priority to education” as it is an 
exponent of “total human liberation and development”3 and, in light of this, 
recognizes the “the complementary roles of […] private institutions in the 
educational system”;4 

3 CONST., art. II, sec. 17. (“The State shall give priority to education, science and technology, 
arts, culture, and sports to foster patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress, and promote 
total human liberation and development.”) 

4 CONST., art. XIV, sec. 4 (“The State recognizes the complementary roles of public and private 
institutions in the educational system and shall exercise reasonable supervision and regulation of all 
educational institutions.”). 



WHEREAS, there is already a need to urgently and decisively intervene 
to ensure that this Education Crisis does not unfold and snowball into what 
the Child Rights Network, a coalition of children’s rights advocates, warn as 
a “learning and child development catastrophe”;5  

WHEREAS, the Department of Education (DepEd) is a duty-bearer that 
has a central role at ensuring the sustainability of private schools and the 
support of their teachers, educators, and other staff; 

WHEREAS, the DepEd, as a regulatory, policy-setting, and policy-
implementing national government agency, must put into account the serious 
concerns of private schools nationwide in their projects and programs and 
explore whole-of-government and whole-of-society solutions aimed at 
supporting all our education stakeholders; 

WHEREAS, wage and other forms of subsidies and financial support to 
private schools and their teachers should be studied as among the measures 
that could alleviate their conditions and assist private schools; 

WHEREAS, there is a manifest need to conduct consultations with 
affected stakeholders—including private schools, teachers, school 
administrators, parents, and students—and duty-bearers like the DepEd and 
other public offices, as well as other partners in basic primary education in 
the industry and civil society, to craft approaches that will address this 
problem in the short-, medium-, and long-term and especially considering the 
“New Normal.” 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to urge the Department of 
Education to urgently hold comprehensive consultations with affected 
stakeholders and immediate explore solutions aimed at supporting critically 
affected private schools to ensure their sustainability and to support their 
teachers, educators, and other staff, in order to ultimately avert an Education 
Crisis. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS, MPA 
Fifth District, Quezon City 

5 ‘Philippines: COVID school closures threaten education ‘catastrophe’’. Available at 
https://www.dw.com/en/philippines-covid-school-closures-threaten-education-catastrophe/a-
59250348. 


