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A RESOLUTION 

DIRECTING THE COMMITTEES ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD, WAYS AND 

MEANS, GOOD GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY, AND OTHER 

APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, 

RELATING TO THE UNABATED SMUGGLING OF AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS INTO THE COUNTRY 

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 10845, otherwise known as the “Anti-Agricultural Smuggling 

Act of 2016”, declares it the policy of the State to promote the productivity of the agriculture 

sector and to protect farmers from unscrupulous traders and importers, who by their illegal 

importation of agricultural products, significantly affect the production, availability of supply 

and stability of prices, and the food security of the State; 

WHEREAS, the same law provides that the State shall impose higher sanctions for large-scale 

smuggling of agricultural products, as a self-preservation measure to shield itself from the 

manipulative scheme of economic saboteurs, and to protect the livelihood of our farmers and 

to ensure their economic well-being; 

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 10611 or the “Food Safety Act of 2013” provides that the State 

shall maintain a farm to fork food safety regulatory system that ensures a high level of food 

safety, promotes fair trade and advances the global competitiveness of Philippine foods and 

food products; 

WHEREAS, six years after the enactment of the Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act of 2016, 

smuggling of vegetables, including carrots, ginger and cabbage, continued to plague and flood 

Philippine markets to the detriment of Filipino farmers1; 

1 Agriculture smuggling: An unending torture for PH farmers | Inquirer News 

January 31, 2022
8:22 am

2477

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1497381/agriculture-smuggling-an-unending-torture-for-ph-farmers


WHEREAS, despite strong policies put in place to ensure food adequacy and safety, the 

unabated smuggling of vegetables into the country has been jeopardizing farmers and the local 

market, and even putting Filipinos’ health as these imported items may not have the necessary 

permits or licenses that would prove that they safe for consumption2; 

WHEREAS, the Samahang Industriya ng Agrikultura (Sinag) alleged that based on UN 

Comtrade figures, at least 300 million kilos of rice, 45.5 million kilos of pork, 76 million kilos 

of chicken, 23.04 million kilos of onions, 6.7 million kilos of garlic and 12 million kilos of 

vegetables have been smuggled into the country (in 2020), resulting in foregone revenues of at 

least Php9 billion, an amount that could have been used to address the Covid-19 pandemic3; 

WHEREAS, last June 29, 2021, the Bureau of Customs (BOC) reported that it seized Php4.43 

billion-worth of goods in the first five months of 2021, from 478 operations involving 

suspected smuggling activities, including, among others, Php1.98 billion from counterfeit 

products, Php864.44 million of general merchandise, Php759.89 million from illicit cigarettes, 

P373.16 million-worth of illegal drugs, and P221.81 million-worth of agricultural products4; 

WHEREAS, in 2019 and 2020, the BOC also reported to have seized millions of pesos worth 

of smuggled agricultural and food products in previous years, with an estimated value of 

P398.47 million5 and P284.62 million6, respectively; 

WHEREAS, the continuing onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic coupled with the extreme 

bad weather last year has exacerbated the plight of our underprivileged countrymen, with the 

number of unemployed Filipinos reaching 4.3 million last September 2021, with the 

agricultural sector being severely hit with about 862,000 jobs losses7; 

WHEREAS, despite repeated attempts and calls by several farmers, farmers group, 

cooperatives and other agricultural organizations for the government to act, intervene and put 

a stop to the illegal entry of agricultural products in the country, tons of agricultural products 

have flooded our various local public markets resulting to the undue and unwarranted 

disadvantage of our farmers and fisherfolk in a time of a pandemic; 

WHEREAS, these smuggled agricultural products not only erodes and steals from government 

millions or billions of pesos from unpaid taxes and duties, but more importantly, it unjustifiably 

poses risk to the health of Filipinos and creates uncertainty for the consuming public; 

WHEREAS, during the a public hearing conducted in the Senate last December 14, 2021, it is 

disappointing to hear the rampant smuggling of agricultural products despite numerous layers 

of import regulations, even leading to intimation of “interagency conspiracy” and repeat 

offenders brazen enough to continuously sneak in contraband8; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, for the 

Committees on Agriculture and Food, Ways and Means, Good Government and Public 
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Accountability, and other appropriate committees of the House of Representatives to conduct 

an inquiry and investigation, in aid of legislation, relating to the unabated smuggling of 

agricultural products into the country, with the end in view of enacting new or amending 

existing laws and policies to further prevent and deter this unscrupulous activities, preserve the 

coffers of the government, and institute reforms to better protect our local agricultural farmers. 

Adopted, 

DEOGRACIAS VICTOR “DV” B. SAVELLANO 


