
Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
Third Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

Introduced by Honorable Representatives 
ARLENE D. BROSAS (Gabriela Women’s Party); 

RESOLUTION URGING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION TO CONDUCT A JOINT INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S ILLEGAL AND 
DISCRIMINATORY DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 2022-001 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE ‘NO VAX, 

NO RIDE’ POLICY 

WHEREAS, according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “all human beings are born free 

and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards 

one another in a spirit of brotherhood”; 

WHEREAS, the rights stated in the UDHR belong to everyone, no matter who we are, where we’re 

from, or whatever we believe in. This means that regardless of our COVID-19 vaccination status, the 

law is the same for everyone and therefore they must be treated equally; 

WHEREAS, the Siracusa Principles on the Limitation and Derogation of Provisions in the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) provide that restrictions to human rights must pursue a 

be under a limited scope and time and does not have a discriminatory effect on groups that experience 

historical and structural discrimination, and that restrictions should not involve punitive measures such 

as fines for non-compliance; 

WHEREAS, according to Republic Act 11525 or the COVID-19 Vaccination Act of 2021, vaccine cards 

“shall not be considered as an additional mandatory requirement for educational, employment, and 

other similar government transaction purposes”; 

WHEREAS, on January 11, Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade signed the Department Order 

(DO) No. 2022-001 which states that only fully vaccinated persons are allowed to board any mode of 

public transportation; 

WHEREAS, the department order is devoid of any legal basis nor scientific explanation for the blatant 

discrimination of commuters which have negatively affected their job and livelihood; 

WHEREAS, several news reports have featured workers, who were partially vaccinated, in tears as 

they were prohibited from taking a public transport on the first day of the "no vaccine, no ride" policy's 

full implementation; 
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WHEREAS, reports also showed passengers stranded in terminals as they were not informed that such 

policy are now being imposed in several cities in the country; 

WHEREAS, the DOTr’s deployment of "mystery riders" to supposedly check the implementation of the 

policy is also a waste of resources amid the public clamor for cash aid and access to social services; 

WHEREAS, the latest World Bank data showed that while 51 percent of the Philippine population had 

already received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine, only 34 percent had been fully vaccinated, 

proof that the Filipino people should not bear the brunt of the government’s slow vaccination program; 

WHEREAS, there are other preventive strategies that we can adopt in order to mitigate the spread of 

the Omicron variant and encourage our citizens to get vaccinated without having to set aside their basic 

human rights, and this includes aggressive information dissemination that aims to mass educate 

communities at the barangay level, especially those without access to the internet; 

WHEREAS, the government must steer away from its anti-poor and anti-people policy-making schemes 

and adopt a rights-based approach in handling the COVID-19 surge through efficient surveillance 

system, free mass testing, contact tracing, isolation, and treatment; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives, through the Committee on 
Health and Committee on Transportation, conduct an inquiry on the implementation of Department of 
Transportation’s illegal and discriminatory Department Order No. 2022-001 otherwise known as the “No 
Vax, No Ride” policy. 

Adopted, 

ARLENE D. BROSAS 
Gabriela Women’s Party 


