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A RESOLUTION  
EXPRESSING PROFOUND CONDOLENCES OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE DEMISE OF NATIONAL ARTIST FOR 
LITERATURE FRANCISCO SIONIL JOSÉ 

WHEREAS, Francisco Sionil José, the grand old man of Philippine letters, 
joined his Creator on 6 January 2022, at the age of 97. 

WHEREAS, Sionil was named as the National Artist of the Philippines for 
Literature in 2001 and had already won several prestigious distinctions such as 
CCP Centennial Honors for the Arts in 1999, the Outstanding Fulbrighters Award 
for Literature in 1988, and the Ramon Magsaysay Award for Journalism, Literature, 
and Creative Communication Arts in 1980. 

WHEREAS,  Sionil was a public figure in the world of letters. He often travels 
with bursting energy, even into his 90s, to lecture and attend writers’ conferences. 
Many of his lectures promote Filipino identity through a thorough review of the 
country’s history. 
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WHEREAS, He was the author of a dozen socially engaged novels, 
countless short stories, and essays that depict class struggles in Filipino society, 
translated into 28 languages. 

WHEREAS, may this Resolution, together with the outpouring expressions 
of heartfelt sympathies and condolences from the members of the House of 
Representatives, bring refuge and comfort to his bereaved family in this low and 
trying point of their life. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing facts, 
we, the undersigned members of the House of Representatives, hereby RESOLVE 
to express our deepest condolences for the demise of the late National Artist for 
Literature F Sionil Jose. 

RESOLVED FURTHER that a copy of this Resolution be furnished to the 
bereaved family of National Artist for Literature F Sionil Jose. 

RESOLVED FINALLY that this Resolution be formed as part of the records 
of this august body. 

ADOPTED, 

ERIC L. OLIVAREZ 


