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Quezon City 
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Third Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

Introduced by Hon. John Marvin “Yul Servo” C. Nieto 

RESOLUTION 

EXPRESSING THE RECOGNITION OF ANDRES BONIFACIO AS THE FIRST 
PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES AND URGING THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF 

THE GOVERNMENT TO INSTITUTE THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION AND COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION SIGNIFICANT 

MEASURES TO DISSEMINATE AND PROPAGATE THE TRUTH ABOUT SUCH 
FACT IN HISTORY BOOKS, ELEMENTARY, HIGH SCHOOL AND TERTIARY 

EDUCATION, AND OTHER RELATED MEDIUM OF INFORMATION 

WHEREAS, this same resolution has been submitted to the 16th and 17th and is respectfully being 
refiled as a manifestation of support to this timely piece of legislation, which has been constantly 
receiving support from the past Congress.  

WHEREAS, from the beginning of the inception of the Cataastaasang Catipunan with its ultimate 
goal to separate the whole archipelago to the Spanish government. Cataastaasang Catipunan 
invoke the first declaration of Independence of our country and the preparation of the first armed 
forces of the Philippines as early as January, 18921 after 333 years of colonial bondage.  

WHEREAS, while it is true that the Katipunan gathered on July 7, 1892 in the house of Deodato 
Arellano together with Andres Bonifacio, Teodoro Plata, Valentin Diaz, Ladislao Diwa and Jose 
Dizon, 2however the first constitution of the Cataastaasang Catipunan will prove that the 
organization was conceived3 and exist even before Dr. Jose Rizal established his own Liga Filipina. 

WHEREAS, written on the original and authentic documents of the 1896 armed Philippine 
Revolution against Spain and Katipunan Documents from Archivo General Militar de Madrid,4 
and as attested by notable historians such as Dr. Milagros C. Guerrero, Emmanuel N. Encarnacion 
and Ramon N. Villegas, foreign historian Katipunan documents  expert Dr. Jim Richardson stated 
that the Katipunan documents in Archivo General Militar de Madrid were important because they 
showed that Katipunan actually had a centralized working government. The different letters, 
decrees and minutes from different chapters of the Katipunan , and from Bonifacio himself proves 
that fact that the Katipunan as an organization in 1896 by itself working as a government, with a 
system which was already in place when the Kataastaasang Kapisanan decided to start the 
revolution and formalize the government. Andres Bonifacio founded the first national government 
known through Kataastaasan Kagalanggalang na Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan turn into 
established Revolutionary Government  Haring Bayang Katagalugan,  of the Philippines. 
WHEREAS, after the conflict that has been transpired within the propaganda movement such as 
reorganized Liga Filipina5, the former Katipunan6 and Philippine Masonry7. During the period of 

1 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.37.   
2 Guerrero, M.C., Encarnacion, E.N., & Villegas, R.N. (2003). Andres Bonifacio and the 1896 Revolution.p.4 
3 Richardson, Jim.The Lights and Liberty: Documents and Studies on the Katipunan, 1892-1896: Ateneo de Manila 
University Press, Quezon City,2013,p.1 
4 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677 
5Appendix No. 77  in the Watson Collection , Minutes of the Katipunan by NHCP, 2011, pp. 204 
National Historical Commission of the Philippines Minutes of the Katipunan, 2011,pp. 192; Apolinario Mabini, 
Translated by Leon Maria Guerero, Philippine Revolution, and Jose Sevilla Pagguho ng Himagsikan sa panulat ni 
Apolinario Mabini p. 54 
6 Apolinario Mabini, Translated by Leon Maria Guerero, Philippine Revolution, pp. 41-42; National Historical 
Commission of the Philippines Minutes of the Katipunan, 2011,pp. 202 
7 National Historical Commission of the Philippines Minutes of the Katipunan, 2011,pp. 204-206 
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1893-1894, Andres Bonifacio reorganized and found the organization called “Katipunan ng mga 
Anak ng Bayan” attested by Apolinario Mabini8, Valetin Diaz9, Augustin Salazar10 and Emilio 
Jacinto11. Making Andres Bonifacio as the first president of KKK. 

WHEREAS, in the Kartilya (primer) of the Katipunan, written by Emilio Jacinto embodying the 
teaching of the organization, produced a meaning for “tagalog” drived from the word “taga-ilog” 
(from/of the river), as “all those born in this archipelago; therefore, though visayan, Ilocano, 
pampangano, etc., they are all tagalogs.12”. In utilizing the term “Tagalog” for all Filipinos, and 
“Katagalugan” as the country’s name in lieu of “Filipinas”, which has colonial origins, Bonifacio 
and the Katipunan fought and sought to define our national identity.  

 WHEREAS, Kataastaasang Kapulungan or National Assembly of the Katipunan convened on 
August 14, 1896, assembled were the members of the Kataastaasang Kapulungan (Supreme 
Council), pangulo (heads) of the sanggunian (supra-municipal) and balangay (chapter) units, 
headed by Andres Bonifacio convened at the barn of Melchora Aquino in barrio Banlat, then part 
of Kalookan;13 

WHEREAS, the said assembly passed three major solutions: First, they declared a nationwide 
armed revolution to win freedom from Spain; second, they established and the national 
government; third, they elected officials to lead the nation and the army.14 

WHEREAS, aside from Manila, the Katipunan then had sizeable chapters in Batangas, Laguna, 
Cavite, Rizal, Bulacan, Pampanga, Tarlac and Nueva Ecija, and the smaller chapters in Ilocos Sur, 
Ilocos Norte, Pangasinan, and Bicol region with an estimated population of 400,000 soldiers. All 
of which were referred to multiple times as the Tagalogs under the Katagalugan government;15 

WHEREAS, under Bonifacio’s leadership, the Katipunan ceased being a secret society after being 
forced to reveal that they were a revolutionary government with its own written laws, a 
bureaucratic structure and an elective leadership through the convention, a fact concluded in the 
research by John R.M. Taylor, Gregorio F. Zaide and Teodoro A. Agoncillo;16  

WHEREAS, in the words of John R.M. Taylor, an American Military historian and custodian of 
the Philippine Insurgent Records, “The Katipunan came out from the cover of secret designs, threw 
off the cloak of any other purpose, and stood openly for the independence of the Philippines. 
Bonifacio turned his lodges into battalions, his grandmasters into captains, and the supreme 
council of the Katipunan into the insurgent government of the Philippines.”17 

WHEREAS, the KKK was more than a secret society; it was a government, the Katipunan 
intention from the start is to govern the whole archipelago and to overthrow the Spanish rule. Said 
government was democratic in nature and national in scope.  

WHEREAS, in at least three letters and an appointment paper, addressed to Emilio Jacinto and 
written by Bonifacio on printed letterheads dated from March 8 to April 24, 1897, Bonifacio’s 
titles and designations were varyingly described as follows: Pangulo ng Kataastaasang 
Kapulungan (President of the Supreme Council); Ang Kataastaasang Pangulo18 (The Supreme 
President); Pangulo ng Haring Bayan (The President of the Sovereign Nation); Maytayo ng 
K.K.Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan (Founder of the K.K.Katipunan); Unang Naggalaw ng 

8 Apolinario Mabini, Translated by Leon Maria Guerero, Philippine Revolution, and Jose Sevilla Pagguho ng 
Himagsikan sa panulat ni Apolinario Mabini p. 54 
9 National Historical Commission of the Philippines Minutes of the Katipunan, 2011,pp. 202 
10 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.41.   
11 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.36.   
12 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.36 
13 Guerrero, M.C., Encarnacion, E.N., & Villegas, R.N. (2003). Andres Bonifacio and the 1896 Revolution. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid.  
16 Guerrero, M.C., Encarnacion, E.N., & Villegas, R.N. (2003). Andres Bonifacio and the 1896 Revolution.p.4 
17 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.37.   
18 Letter of Bonifacio to Julio Nakpil Dated Feberuary 13, 1897bArchivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, 
leg.1.100   



Panghihimagsik (Initiator of the Revolution)19; and Kataastaasang Pangulo, Pamahalaang 
Panghihimagsik (Office of the Supreme President, Government of the Revolution20) at this time, 
the term Tagala refers to the whole country and not just Luzon;21 

WHEREAS, Bonifacio’s presidency was further acknowledged and recognized in contemporary 
Spanish publications that Bonifacio was indeed the Presidente of the Tagalog Nation: “Andres 
Bonifacio/Titulado (President) de la Republica Tagala”22 

WHEREAS, the article, written by reporter G. Reparaz, further described Bonifacio as Head of 
the Native Government, the other key officials of which were the following: Teodoro Plata as 
Secretary of War, Emilio Jacinto as Secretary of State, Aguedo del Rosario as Secretary of the 
Interiror, Briccio Pantas as Secretary of Justice and Enrique Pacheco as Secretary of Finance;23  

WHEREAS, evidently, before the election in Tejeros on March 25, 189724, the Katagalugan 
government, headed by Bonifacio, had long commanded the loyalty of a significant portion of the 
population, holding territories where it exercised the functions of the State, and having armed 
forces that fought for and defended its existence. It was the opening statement of Jacinto Lumbreras 
before the election started that indeed KKK is legitimate revolutionary government with its 
Constitution, statutes and by-laws intact respected by fellow revolutionaries, “Ang Kapuluan ay 
pinamahalaan nang K.K.K ng mga Anak ng Bayan, na siyang nagbukas ng Paghihimagsik; may 
Batas at Alituntuning pinaiiral; sinusunod at iginagalang ng lahat sa pagtatanggol ng Kalayaan, 
pag-ibig sa kapatid, pag-aayos at pamamalakad ng mga Pamunuan.”25 

WHEREAS, Various department from Archivo General Militar de Madrid revealed that KKK is 
more than just secret society—Bonifacio established the first revolutionary government with 
different departments and functions such as Saclolohang Pagamutan at Kawaawang Gawa ng 
Kataastaasa’t Camahalmahalan Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan that serves as “Department of 
Health, pharmacy, pension and funeral service and their own version of DSWD;26 it has foreign 
affairs communication channels; It, moreover, had a foreign affairs component (e.g. negotiations 
being conducted by revolutionaries  in Hongkong,27 Japan 28and Cuba29 for political, military and 
financial support for the uprising) which attempted to gain international recognition for the new 
nation. The governments that succeeded Bonifacio essentially distinct Haring Bayang 
Katagalugan government could therefore only proceed from it.30 

WHEREAS, Haring Bayan Katagalugan Government established the civil department that 
manage the system of citizenship31, Baptism32 and Marriage33; the first himno nacional, and 
committee on ethics,  

WHEREAS, the first Filipino national government was established on August 24, 1896. We, as 
Filipinos, must recognize Andres Bonifacio as not only the founder of the Katipunan and the leader 
of the 1896 revolution, but as the first Filipino President: The Father of the Nation and the Founder 

19 Guerrero, M.C., Encarnacion, E.N., & Villegas, R.N. (2003). Andres Bonifacio and the 1896 Revolution. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.36.   
22February 8, 1897 issue f the La Ilustraction Española y America 
23 Guerrero, Encarnacion, & Villegas. (2003). Andres Bonifacio and the 1896 Revolution.p.9 
24 Translated by Paula Carolina S. Malay (1992).The Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General with the 
Original Tagalog Text. By Santiago V. Alvarez..Introduction by Ruby R. Paredes. Manila: Ateneo de Manila 
University Press,pp. 318-319; Soledad Borromeo-Buehler, Scripted by Men not By Fate; Andres Bonifacio in 
Cavite, An Analytical Narrative with Commentary on Selected Sources, University of the Philippines Press, 
2017,p.17; Cortez, King M. Haring Bayan:Ang Pamahalaan ni Bonifacio na  Pinagkait sa mga Pilipino, 2021, p. 
410-412
25 Translated by Paula Carolina S. Malay (1992).The Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General with the
Original Tagalog Text. By Santiago V. Alvarez..Introduction by Ruby R. Paredes. Manila: Ateneo de Manila
University Press,p.319
26 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.38
27 Letters of Julio Nakpil and Emilio Jacinto in Hongkong Comite Revolucionario Archivo General Militar de
Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.46
28 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.47
29 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.97
30 Guerrero, Encarnacion, & Villegas. (2003). Andres Bonifacio and the 1896 Revolution.
31 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.36.
32 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.139
33 Archivo General Militar de Madrid: Caja 5677, leg.1.140



of our Democracy that even General Emilio Aguinaldo stated about the first meeting of the new 
government34 logic dictates that there is a former one. If Magdalo and Magdiwang were called 
‘pamahalaan’ how much more the revolutionary government of Haring Bayang Katagalugan of 
Bonifacio.  

WHEREAS , To recognize Bonifacio’s Revolutionary Government is to recognize how the 
Filipino People regain its Katutubong Soberanya or  tribal sovereignty that derived from our 
people, the land, and their relationships; tribal sovereignty was not a gift from any external 
government. Tribes had their own form of government, and many had legal codes written into 
their own documents, their own stories, their own practices, and their own memories. 
Sovereignty does not need to be absolute for it to be real, or legal, or recognized by other 
nations.35The concept of Katutubong Soberanya manifested in the essay written by Bonifacio 
himself “Dapat Mabatid ng mga Tagalog”. Ytong Katagalugan na pinamamahalaan ng unang 
panahon ng ating tunay na mga kababayan niyaong hindi pa tumutungtong sa mga lupaing ito 
ang mga kastila ay nabubuhay sa lubos na kasaganaan, at kaguinhawahan.36  

WHERAS, To recognize Bonifacio’s presidency is to recognize the capabilities of the Filipinos 
to establish an indigenous form of government, “Haring Bayan ng Katagalugan”- where the people 
will reign the nation according  its custom, tradition, culture and belief which is very much 
different and distinct to the western concept of government 

And more imporatantly,  to give justice to man whose ideals is to give the Filipinos, a government 
with a God-fearing and stronger moral foundation such as pagtitiwala sa Maykapal, puri, 
kagandahang asal ng bayan, dangal, kaguinhawahan written in the documents and Kartilya ng 
Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan. 

WHEREAS, November 2937, 2021 marks the 158th birth of the Supremo, the true father of the 
Filipino nation;  

WHEREAS, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts and the National Historical 
Commission shall craft and institute pertinent policies under its mandate for the effective 
implementation of this resolution. The Department of Education and the Commission on Higher 
Education shall likewise make the necessary course of action to ensure that education on the life 
and heroism of Bonifacio be integrated in the elementary, secondary and the tertiary curriculum, 
including the updating of history books as well as the dissemination of other pertinent information. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby resolved by the House of 
Representatives, to recognize Andres Bonifacio as the First President of the Philippines.  

BE IT FURHTER RESOLVED, that the President institute through the Department of 
Education, the Commission on Higher Education and the National Commission for the Culture 
and the Arts significant measures to disseminate and propagate the truth about such fact in history 
books, elementary, high school and tertiary education, and other related medium of information.  

Adopted, 

HON. JOHN MARVIN “YUL SERVO” C. NIETO 
Representative, 3rd District of Manila City 

34 National Historical Commission of the Philippines, Talang Buhay ng Supremo Andres Bonifacio sa Kabite by 
Emilio Aguinaldo, 2020, pp.106-107 
35 Cortez, King M. Haring Bayan:Ang Pamahalaan ni Bonifacio na  Pinagkait sa mga Pilipino, 2021, p. 3 
36 José P. Santos, Si Andres Bonifacio at ang Himagsikan (Manila: n.pub, 1935), 6–7. 
37 Partida Bautismo Andres Bonifacio –a boy 3 days old was baptized on December 2, 1863 


