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16 
RESOLUTION  17 

URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THROUGH THE COMMITTEE 18 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS, TO INVESTIGATE, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, THE 19 
CONTINUING HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION, AND THREAT AGAINST 20 

LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC ACTIVISTS IN THE CAGAYAN VALLEY REGION, 21 
PARTICULARLY BY RED-TAGGING AND FILING OF TRUMPED-UP CHARGES 22 

23 
24 

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines, on its Article III, Bill of 25 
Rights, clearly states, 26 

27 
“SECTION 1. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, nor 28 
shall any person be denied the equal protection of the laws. 29 

30 
SECTION 2. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against 31 
unreasonable searches and seizures of whatever nature and for any purpose shall be inviolable, and no 32 
search warrant or warrant of arrest shall issue except upon probable cause to be determined personally by 33 
the judge after examination under oath or affirmation of the complainant and the witnesses he may produce, 34 
and particularly describing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. 35 

36 
XXX 37 

38 
(2) Any evidence obtained in violation of this or the preceding section shall be inadmissible for any purpose39 
in any proceeding.40 

41 
SECTION 4. No law shall be passed abridging the freedom of speech, of expression, or of the press, or 42 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the government for redress of grievances. 43 

44 
XXX 45 

46 
SECTION 17. No person shall be compelled to be a witness against himself.” 47 

48 
Moreover, on Article XIII Social Justice and Human Rights, 49 

50 
“SECTION 1. The Congress shall give highest priority to the enactment of measures that protect and 51 
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2 

enhance the right of all the people to human dignity, reduce social, economic, and political inequalities, and 1 
remove cultural inequities by equitably diffusing wealth and political power for the common good. 2 

3 
To this end, the State shall regulate the acquisition, ownership, use, and disposition of property and its 4 
increments. 5 

6 
SECTION 2. The promotion of social justice shall include the commitment to create economic opportunities 7 
based on freedom of initiative and self-reliance. 8 

9 
XXX 10 

11 
Agrarian and Natural Resources Reform 12 

13 
SECTION 4. The State shall, by law, undertake an agrarian reform program founded on the right of 14 
farmers and regular farmworkers, who are landless, to own directly or collectively the lands they till or, in 15 
the case of other farmworkers, to receive a just share of the fruits thereof. To this end, the State shall 16 
encourage and undertake the just distribution of all agricultural lands, subject to such priorities and 17 
reasonable retention limits as the Congress may prescribe, taking into account ecological, developmental, or 18 
equity considerations, and subject to the payment of just compensation. In determining retention limits, the 19 
State shall respect the right of small landowners. The State shall further provide incentives for voluntary 20 
land-sharing. 21 

22 
SECTION 5. The State shall recognize the right of farmers, farmworkers, and landowners, as well as 23 
cooperatives, and other independent farmers’ organizations to participate in the planning, organization, and 24 
management of the program, and shall provide support to agriculture through appropriate technology and 25 
research, and adequate financial, production, marketing, and other support services. 26 

27 
SECTION 6. The State shall apply the principles of agrarian reform or stewardship, whenever applicable 28 
in accordance with law, in the disposition or utilization of other natural resources, including lands of the 29 
public domain under lease or concession suitable to agriculture, subject to prior rights, homestead rights of 30 
small settlers, and the rights of indigenous communities to their ancestral lands. 31 

32 
The State may resettle landless farmers and farmworkers in its own agricultural estates which shall be 33 
distributed to them in the manner provided by law.” 34 

35 
WHEREAS, poor peasants of the Cagayan Valley region have organized themselves, thus, 36 
establishing the Danggayan Dagiti Mannalon ti Cagayan Valley (DANGGAYAN, Alliance of 37 
Peasants in Cagayan Valley), Danggayan Dagiti Mannalon ti Isabela (DAGAMI), Alyansa Dagiti 38 
Mannalon iti Cagayan or Alliance of Peasants in Cagayan (KAGIMUNGAN), with the objective 39 
of asserting their rights to land, adequate support to production, social amelioration and 40 
humanitarian assistance during calamities and democratic rights against human rights abuses 41 
usually perpetrated by armed government forces; 42 

43 
WHEREAS, mass members of peasant organizations have affiliated with the Anakpawis Party-44 
list to further advance their policy reform recommendations, and were triumphant in the past years 45 
of benefitting many poor peasants; 46 

47 
WHEREAS, with their staunch advocacies for the interest of the poor peasants of the region, 48 
leading to criticisms against government policies that generated chronic crisis to the sector, as 49 
consequence, they earned the ire from armed government forces, particularly the military that 50 
branded them as members of New People’s Army (NPA) and accusing leaders of being recruiters 51 



3 

for the NPA; 1 
2 

WHEREAS, in the past years, harassments, intimidation, and threats against legal and democratic 3 
activists in Cagayan Valley have been ongoing, and DANGGAYAN asserted that this is the 4 
sustained campaign operationalized by the Regional Task Force to End Local Communist Armed 5 
Conflict (RTF ELCAC), 5th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army and 17th Infantry Battalion.  6 
In brief, these are the following: 7 

8 

• according to the Koalisyong Makabayan Cagayan Valley, since 2018, the massive and9 

systematic red-tagging of legal and democratic activists, farmers, and peasant women10 

leaders were rampant in the region as the Armed Forces of the Philippines used fake11 

organizations to accuse them as “terrorists” and “recruiter of NPA.” Among the fifty-12 

seven (57) names and organizations of activists consistently written on sacks publicly13 

displaced along major highways of Isabela and Cagayan provinces, DANGGAYAN14 

Chairperson and present Anakpawis Party-list Fourth Nominee Isabelo Adviento, was15 

included;16 

17 

• Last year, amid the country facing the pandemic crisis, red-tagging and harassments were18 

sustained and 32 legal and democratic activists, 3 peasant organizations, 2 women19 

organizations, two sectoral groups, and another four party-lists under the Koalisyong20 

Makabayan, namely Bayan Muna Party-list, Kabataan Party-list, Gabriela Women’s Party21 

and ACT Teachers Party-list, were red-tagged.  Operations of publicly displaying sacks22 

with the victims’ names and organizations along major highways and streets were carried23 

out. The incidents were on:24 

1. May 20, 2020, in Tumauini, Isabela25 

2. May 20, 2020, in Solano, and Pogonsino, Bagabag towns in Nueva Vizcaya26 

3. May 21, 2020, in Echague, Isabela27 

4. May 21, 2020, in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan28 

5. May 21, 2020, in Rizal, Cagayan29 

6. May 22, 2020, in Alcala, Cagayan30 

7. May 24, 2020, sa mga bayan ng Capirpiriwan and Caquilingan, Cordon sa Isabela31 

8. May 24, 2020, Baggao, Cagayan32 

9. May 26, 2020, Alicia, Isabela33 

10. May 26, 2020, Cauayan City, Isabela34 

11. May 26, 2020, Baggao, Cagayan35 

36 

• on midnight of December 2, 2020, around 100 elements of the military raided the house37 

of Adviento in Brgy. Carupian, Baggao town, Cagayan, and planted firearms and grenades38 

as “evidences,” and with the local police with the search warrant only arriving the next39 

morning;40 

41 

• on March 24, 2021, KAGIMUNGAN Chairperson and Anakpawis Party-list Cagayan42 

Provincial Chapter Chairperson Calixto Cabildo was arrested at his house in Brgy. Manalo,43 

Amulung town of Cagayan province.  According to Makabayan Cagayan Valley, Cabildo44 

has been a constant victim of red-tagging since last year and prior to the arrest, was45 

approached by an “intelligence officer” from a unit of the government armed forces,46 

attempting to recruit him and gather information about Anakpawis in Cagayan, in47 

exchange of payment. He was also threatened to “clear his name” and surrender as he is48 
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being accused of being a member of the “milisyang bayan” or the people’s militia, 1 

supposedly associated with the New People’s Army (NPA); 2 

3 

• operations of forced “surrender” are also continuing, such as the case of 1,200 peasants4 

who were demanding aid from the Cagayan Provincial Government, due to the subsequent5 

typhoons in the later half of 2018 and extreme drought in the first quarter of 2019, were6 

lured by Governor Manuel Mamba to convene at the capitol grounds and branded them7 

as supporters of the NPA and as “surrenderees;”8 

9 

• in April and June this year, the RTF-ELCAC continued to red-tag the Anakpawis Party-10 

list with “Anakpawis, a sectoral front organization of the Communist Party of the11 

Philippines-New People’s Army-National Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF),” without12 

legal basis and claimed that members have “surrendered;”13 

14 
WHEREAS, it is apparent that legal and democratic activists and organizations, genuine asserting 15 
the rights of peasants and other marginalized sectors, and critical to the present administration, are 16 
being targeted by the RTF-ELCAC with red-tagging, harassments, and filing of trumped-up 17 
charges, virtually, demolishing the democratic space in the region. With their sustained campaigns 18 
of a mix of black propaganda and outright violent threats, the people’s basic rights to freedom of 19 
speech and expression, organizations, peaceful assembly, and other rights, as enshrined in the 1987 20 
Constitution appear inexistent; 21 

22 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the 23 
House of Representatives, through the Committee on Human Rights, investigate, in aid of 24 
legislation, the continuing harassment, intimidation, and threat against legal and democratic 25 
activists in the Cagayan Valley region, particularly by red-tagging and filing of trumped-up charges. 26 

27 
28 

Adopted, 29 
30 
31 
32 

REP. EUFEMIA C. CULLAMAT 33 

Bayan Muna Partylist 34 

35 

36 

37 

REP. CARLOS ISAGANI T. ZARATE REP. FERDINAND R. GAITE 38 

Bayan Muna Partylist          Bayan Muna Partylist 39 

40 

41 

42 

REP. FRANCE L. CASTRO REP. ARLENE D. BROSAS 43 

    ACT Teachers Partylist GABRIELA Women’s Party 44 

45 

46 

47 

REP. SARAH JANE I. ELAGO 48 

Kabataan Partylist 49 




