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A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM TO CONSIDER INCREASING 

THE DAILY CAP OF APPROVED APPLICANTS FOR THE FULLY-
SUBSIDIZED REVERSE TRANSCRIPTION-POLYMERASE CHAIN 

REACTION (RT-PCR) TESTS FOR QUALIFIED DOMESTIC TOURISTS 
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE HOLIDAY PEAK SEASON 

WHEREAS, prior to the pandemic, the tourism industry has provided 
a steady and vital support to the country’s economy with the Philippine 
Statistics Authority reporting that tourism contributions to the country’s GDP 
has grown from 12.3 percent in 2018 to 12.7 percent in 20191; 

WHEREAS, despite being heavily hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
tourism industry provides great potential in the country’s recovery from the 
devastating effects of the worldwide public health crisis; 

WHEREAS, as travel restrictions continue to ease up due to the 
lowering of COVID-19 cases, the Department of Tourism (DOT), through the 
Tourism Promotions Board (TBP), has announced that qualified domestic 
tourists may now get free reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction 
(RT-PCR) tests at the Philippine Children’s Medical Center (PCMC) beginning 
November 1, 2021; 

WHEREAS, the TBP will roll out the fully subsidized charges and fees 
of RT-PCR tests for qualified domestic tourists as part of its extensive efforts 
to promote the country as a safe tourism destination and to help speed up the 
tourism industry’s recovery; 

WHEREAS, the full subsidy program on RT-PCR testing helps ensure 
the safety of tourists, tourism workers, and local stakeholders in various 
destinations in the country while creating innovative efforts to jumpstart the 
tourism industry; 

1 http://www.tourism.gov.ph/news_features/TourismIndustryHikes.aspx 
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WHEREAS, the government’s partnership with the PCMC was first 
implemented in December 2020, covering 50 percent of the hospital’s Php 
1,500 swab tests; 

WHEREAS, the TBP’s full subsidy on RT-PCR testing could benefit 
12,000 more qualified tourists until the end of 2021, with its daily cap of 350 
approved applicants; 

WHEREAS, it is commendable for the DOT and the TPB for rising to 
the challenge and being proactive in supporting domestic tourists, tourism 
workers, and local stakeholders, and contributing to the much-needed 
recovery of the country amidst the pandemic; 

WHEREAS, ever since the pandemic began, the DOT has been 
consistent in its immediate response and recovery plans to support the 
tourism industry in the country, to wit: the implementation of a moratorium 
on the collection of accreditation fees from new and renewing applicants from 
Tourism and Tourism-Related Enterprises; the waving of participation fees in 
international fairs and exhibitions until the end of 2021; and the submission 
of the list of displaced workers from various tourism-related enterprises to the 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) for cash assistance2; 

WHEREAS, at the height of the pandemic, the DOT has also extended 
flight assistance to 19,898 foreign tourists and 1,456 domestic tourists; 
provided a total of 13,116 transient rooms in NCR for Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFWs), and 25,687 rooms for Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) 
agents, bank workers, and health frontliners3; 

WHEREAS, recognizing the excellence and innovations of the DOT and 
in anticipation of the peak season of domestic tourism in the Philippines 
because of the holidays beginning in November, the government must explore 
increasing the daily cap of approved applicants for the fully-subsidized RT-
PCR tests for qualified domestic tourists; 

WHEREAS, increasing the services for domestic tourists to be able to 
safely travel will not only cater to more Filipinos in need of assistance but will 
also provide a much-needed boost to the country’s tourism industry; 

WHEREAS, the potential of the tourism industry to help in the 
country’s recovery provides hope to millions of Filipinos, especially to our 
tourism workers, local stakeholders, and their families who have been heavily 
affected by the economic and public health crisis; 

2 http://www.tourism.gov.ph/news_features/covid19recoveryplantoaidprivatesector.aspx 
3 Ibid. 



WHEREAS, it is the duty of government to explore and implement 
innovations on its programs to better provide services to the Filipino people 
and usher in economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to urge the Department of Tourism 
to consider increasing the daily cap of approved applicants for the fully-
subsidized reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests for 
qualified domestic tourists in anticipation of the holiday peak season. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS  
Fifth District, Quezon City 


