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RESOLUTION  
EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO THE BEREAVED FAMILY OF THE LATE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
CHAIR JOSE LUIS MARTIN “CHITO” C. GASCON, ITS PROFOUND SORROW ON 
HIS DEMISE, AND ETERNAL GRATITUDE FOR THE DEVOTION OF HIS LIFE TO 

THE CAUSES OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

WHEREAS, Jose Luis Martin “Chito” C. Gascon, Chair of the Commission on Human 
Rights, was born on May 16, 1964 and died at a young age of 57 on October 9, 2021 and is survived 
by his wife Melissa and daughter Ciara Sophia; 

WHEREAS, the untimely demise of CHR Chair Gascon, better known to his friends, 
colleagues, fellow workers in government, the civil society and the public as “Chito,” is an 
enormous loss to the country amidst imminent threats to fundamental rights and freedoms; 

WHEREAS, Chair Chito was a brilliant, brave, selfless and unrelenting activist and 
advocate who devoted his life to the causes of freedom, democracy, justice, rule of law and human 
rights; 

WHEREAS, Chair Chito was Chairman of the University of the Philippines Diliman 
Student Council and a student leader at the forefront of the youth movement against the Marcos 
dictatorship;  

WHEREAS, recognized for his important role in the youth movement, Chair Chito was 
appointed youngest Member of the 1987 Constitutional Commission that wrote the 1987 
Constitution, otherwise known as the Freedom Constitution; 

WHEREAS, Chair Chito served as Member of the House of Representatives representing 
the Youth Sector in the 8th Congress and championed legislations for youth empowerment, one of 
the most notable of which was the Sangguniang Kabataan Act;  

WHEREAS, Chair Chito served as Undersecretary for Legal and Legislative Affairs of 
the Department of Education and was instrumental to the introduction of important reforms in the 
Department especially in the areas of teachers’ welfare, protection and empowerment and the 
mainstreaming of rule of law and human rights education in the basic education curriculum;  

WHEREAS, Chair Chito served as member of the Human Rights Victims Claims Board, 
the body created by virtue of the Human Rights Reparation and Recognition Act of 2013 and 
mandated to receive, investigate and adjudicate claims for reparation and recognition of victims of 
human rights abuses and violations perpetrated during the Marcos regime; 
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WHEREAS, Chair Chito, before his untimely demise, was the incumbent Chair of the 
Commission on Human Rights which he courageously led with unwavering resolve to pursue and 
assert its mandate amidst forbidding challenges to human rights in the country and pernicious 
attacks against his person and the institution;  

WHEREAS, in these trying times when the Filipino people need faith and inspiration, the 
steadfast leadership of Chair Chito in the Commission on Human Rights exemplified selflessness 
and sacrifice and inspired genuine commitment to public service; 

WHEREAS, outside of government, Chair Chito was an untiring leader of the civil society 
and a constant light bearer at the forefront of countless collaborations and initiatives for the 
promotion and advancement of freedom, democracy, justice, human rights, rule of law, transparent 
and accountable governance and peace;  

WHEREAS, up to his last moments, Chair Chito embodied utmost selflessness when at 
the hospital, although not yet fully recovered, he appealed to be sent home so that other patients 
needing medical intervention could use his hospital bed; 

WHEREAS, Chair Chito was a true nationalist, patriot and hero of our time whose life 
and works should be etched in the annals of our history for the present and future generations of 
Filipinos to know, remember and emulate. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the 
House of Representatives of the Philippines express its deepest condolences to the family of the 
late Commission on Human Rights Chair Jose Luis Martin “Chito” C. Gascon, its profound sorrow 
on his demise, and eternal gratitude for the devotion of his life to the causes of freedom, 
democracy, justice and human rights. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that copies of this Resolution be furnished the Commission on 
Human Rights and the family of the late Jose Luis Martin “Chito” C. Gascon.       

Adopted. 

LAWRENCE LEMUEL H. FORTUN 
       1st District of Agusan del Norte  


