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Republic of the Philippines  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 

Third Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

Introduced by MAGSASAKA Party-List Representative 

ARGEL JOSEPH T. CABATBAT 

A RESOLUTION 

URGING THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES TO CONDUCT AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF 

LEGISLATION, ON THE IMPLEMENTATION STATUS OF BORDER INSPECTION  

AND FOOD SAFETY REGULATIONS, STATE OF FIRST BORDER INSPECTION 

FACILITIES, AND OUR CAPACITY TO CURB THE SMUGGLING OF IMPORTED 

VEGETABLES AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IN THE COUNTRY 

WHEREAS, Section 3 of Republic Act No. 10845, also known as “Anti-Agricultural 1 

Smuggling Act of 2016”, provides that the crime of large-scale agricultural smuggling is 2 

considered as economic sabotage, involving sugar, corn, pork, poultry, garlic, onion, 3 

carrots, fish, and cruciferous vegetables, in its raw state, or which have undergone the 4 

simple processes of preparation or preservation for the market, with a minimum amount 5 

of one million pesos (P1,000,000.00), or rice, with a minimum amount of ten million 6 

pesos (P10,000,000.00), as valued by the Bureau of Customs (BOC); 7 

WHEREAS, Rule 12a.3 (b), Section 12 of Republic Act No. 10611, also known as 8 

“Food Safety Act of 2013”, states that “Imported foods shall undergo cargo inspection and 9 

clearance procedures by the DA and the DOH at the first port of entry to determine 10 

compliance with national regulations. This inspection by the DA and the DOH shall always 11 

take place prior to assessment for tariff and other charges by the Bureau of Customs 12 

(BOC). The BOC and the Association of International Shipping Lines (AISL) shall provide 13 

the DA and the DOH documents such as the Inward Foreign Manifest of Arriving Vessels 14 

to enable the DA and the DOH to identify shipments requiring food safety inspection. 15 

Shipments not complying with national regulations shall be disposed according to 16 

policies established by the DA and the DOH”;  17 

WHEREAS, in August, local farmers and traders called the attention of the 18 

Department of Agriculture (DA) on reports of alleged smuggled cabbages that were 19 
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distributed in Divisoria market in Manila sold at P70 against the P115 to P125 per 1 

kilogram of those from Benguet;  2 

WHEREAS, the League of Associations at the La Trinidad Vegetable Trading Areas 3 

claims proof of the weekly deliveries of contraband carrots from China, brought to the 4 

Carbon Market in Cebu City, and sold at P50 per kilogram in various local markets; 5 

WHEREAS, the DA maintains that the Bureau of Plant Industry only issues 6 

importation permits for frozen and mixed vegetables and not to any fresh vegetables.  7 

They say the source of smuggled vegetables are being determined and the goods 8 

examined for safety while warning the public from purchasing these since it did not 9 

undergo the necessary food safety regulations;  10 

WHEREAS, the BOC meanwhile reports that the current first border inspection is 11 

only limited to opening and closing of reefer containers due to the perishable nature of 12 

all agricultural shipments. Then, a second border inspection is conducted inside the 13 

corresponding DA-accredited cold storage warehouses; 14 

WHEREAS, on 29 September 2021, the Bureau of Customs (BOC) inspected a 15 

storage area in Manila with illegally imported red onions, carrots, ginger, garlic, broccoli, 16 

red and yellow onions that amounted to about PHP 4 million. Moreover, a separate BOC 17 

operation discovered imported sacks of red onions and garlic with an estimated value of 18 

PHP 750,000;  19 

WHEREAS, Benguet vegetable traders have previously stated that this practice of 20 

vegetable smuggling from China has started in 2007; 21 

WHEREAS, only last September 30, 2021, that a task force, consisting of BOC, DA, 22 

the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), and the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), 23 

was formed to investigate the sudden proliferation of smuggled vegetables in various 24 

local markets in the country; 25 

WHEREAS, the country’s importation policies and ineffective border regulations 26 

enable the proliferation of smuggling activities that directly threaten the income of 27 

Filipino vegetable farmers and endangers the health and safety of consumers. The same 28 

is true for other agricultural commodities including rice, corn, pork, and fish, among 29 

others; 30 

WHEREAS, the construction of the P500-million Commodity Examination Facility 31 

for Agriculture (CEFA), designed to prevent the entry of smuggled agricultural products 32 

or those contaminated with animal and plant diseases in the country, is yet to be finalized. 33 

The continued delays of the project exacerbate the problems in smuggling resulting in 34 

further reduction of income of local agriculture producers and inestimable tariff revenue 35 

losses of the country; 36 
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WHEREAS, especially in this time of health and economic crisis, it is imperative 1 

for the House of Representatives to prevent economic sabotage, specifically large-scale 2 

agricultural smuggling, and exercise its oversight function in ensuring the effective 3 

implementation of food safety and importation-related laws to protect the livelihood of 4 

our local farmers, ensure food safety for the consumers, and accelerate economic 5 

recovery through improved tariff revenue collections; Now, therefore, be it 6 

RESOLVED AS IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Committee on Agriculture and 7 

Food of the House of Representatives is urged to conduct an immediate investigation, in 8 

aid of legislation, on the implementation status of border inspection and food safety 9 

regulations, state of first border inspection facilities, and our capacity to curb the 10 

smuggling of imported vegetables and other agricultural commodities in the country.  11 

Adopted, 

 

 

                                                                      REP. ARGEL JOSEPH T. CABATBAT    

                         MAGSASAKA Party-list 


