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Third Regular Session 

House Resolution No. _______ 

INTRODUCED BY  
REP. ALFRED VARGAS 

A RESOLUTION 
DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON BASIC EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE 
PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION OF BLENDED AND DISTANCE LEARNING 
OPTIONS, PARTICULARLY THE LIMITED AND CONTROLLED FACE-TO-

FACE CLASSES FOR PRACTICAL EXERCISES IN SCHOOLS 

WHEREAS, the threats of the COVID-19 pandemic has forced 
educational institutions all around the world to take a step back on traditional 
face-to-face learning and explore blended and distance learning for students 
in order to continue the delivery of quality and accessible education;	

WHEREAS, on 20 July 2020, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte first 
approved the idea of limited face-to-face classes for 2021 upon the request of 
several local government units and private schools to hold limited face-to-face 
classes in low-risk areas or areas where it is deemed safe to do so by the Inter-
Agency Task Force on Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF-EID) and the 
Department of Health (DOH)1; 

WHEREAS, on 14 December 2020, the Secretary of the Department of 
Education (DepEd), Dr. Leonor Magtolis Briones, supported this move and 
has submitted their recommendation on the conduct of pilot implementation 
or dry-run of face-to-face classes in low-risk areas, on a limited scale and 
under strict health and safety measures2; 

WHEREAS, on 22 June 2021, upon the emergence of contagious 
variants of COVID-19 in the country, President Duterte and the DepEd 
decided to postpone limited face-to-face classes to prioritize the safety and 
welfare of the 27 million learners and more than 840,000 teachers3; 

1 https://www.deped.gov.ph/2020/07/21/president-duterte-approves-limited-face-to-face-classes-in-low-risk-areas-starting-
2021/ 
2 https://www.deped.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/20201214-Recommendation-on-Face-to-Face-Classes-Final-1.pdf 
3 https://www.deped.gov.ph/2021/06/23/on-the-presidents-decision-to-postpone-limited-face-to-face-classes-in-basic-
education/ 
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WHEREAS, on 5 August 2021, the DepEd released DepEd Order No. 
029, series of 2021, indicating that School Year 2021-2022 will begin on 13 
September 2021, as previously approved by President Duterte, and shall end 
on 24 June 2022, for a total of 209 school days, inclusive of Saturdays and 
the five-day midyear break4; 

WHEREAS, the DepEd and the DOH have reported that they are jointly 
proposing the pilot run for limited face-to-face classes focusing on 120 schools 
and students in the Kindergarten to Grade 3 Levels, which shall follow strict 
health protocols, subject to the approval of the President5; 

WHEREAS, several concerns have been raised by teachers and 
educational groups particularly on the need for more technology-based 
training and support for teachers and more effective ways to teach practical 
exercises especially to senior high school students; 

WHEREAS, senior high school (SHS) students, especially under the 
Technical-Vocational-Livelihood (TVL) tracks (i.e. Shielded Metal Arc Welding, 
Automative Servicing, Electrical Installation & Maintenance, Consumer 
Electronics Servicing, among others) might need more limited and controlled 
face-to-face classes for their specialized and practical exercises; 

WHEREAS, it is the duty of the government to ensure that quality and 
accessible education is delivered, and that our graduates are equipped with 
sufficient knowledge and expertise to take part in nation-building amidst the 
challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to direct the Committee on Basic 
Education and Culture to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the 
proposed implementation of blended and distance learning options, particularly 
the limited and controlled face-to-face classes for practical exercises in schools. 

Adopted, 

REP. ALFRED VARGAS  
Fifth District, Quezon City 

4 https://www.deped.gov.ph/2021/08/09/deped-issues-guidelines-for-sy-2021-2022-face-to-face-classes-still-prohibited/ 
5 https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/802285/proposed-face-to-face-classes-pilot-run-will-have-kinder-grade-
3-students-deped/story/


