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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO.  __________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduced by REP.  ANGELICA NATASHA A. CO 
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RESOLUTION STRONGLY URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT UNITS TO INSTITUTE POLICIES, PROPER GUIDELINES 

AND MECHANISMS FOR THE RETENTION AND CONTINUED SERVICE OF 

BARANGAY HEALTH WORKERS IN THE INTEREST OF THE PEOPLES 

HEALTH AND GENERAL WELFARE 

WHEREAS, Republic Act No 11223 or the Universal Health Care (UHC) Act provides that 

the DOH and local government units (LGUs) shall endeavor to provide a health care delivery 

system that shall afford every Filipino a primary care provider;  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Universal Health Act, the Human Resource for Health National 

Masterplan 2020-20240 provides that the State shall ensure adequate/equitable and 

sustainable number of compassionate and responsive human resource for health at all levels, 

including Barangay Health Workers (BHWs) to deliver health care through the continuum of 

promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitative health interventions;  

WHEREAS, BHWs have evolved to become an essential component of the nation’s 

healthcare workforce and have been key to the success of primary health care in the country 

for more than four decades. In recognition of their contribution, the Philippine Congress 

passed Republic Act No. 7883 or the BHWs’ Benefits and Incentives Act in 1995; 

WHEREAS, the noble role of BHWs as frontliners in bringing health care to the grassroots 

are indispensable towards the progressive realization of universal health care and in response 

to public health emergencies, especially in light of the COVID 19 pandemic, and other health 

events such as calamities, which frequently occur in the country; 

WHEREAS, the services of BHWs are crucial as the navigator, coordinator, and initial and 

continuing point of contact in the health care delivery system as part of the province-wide 

and city-wide health systems and the Primary Care Provider Network pursuant to the UHC 

Act; The role of BHWs is essential in bridging and linking community members to health 

services. In general, the activities performed by BHWs involved two roles: serving as frontline 

health center staff and acting as community health mobilisers; 

WHEREAS, Section 16 of Republic Act 7160 or the Local Government Code (LGC) of 1991 

provides that “Every local government unit shall exercise the powers expressly granted, those 

September 2, 2021
8:44 am

2193



necessarily implied therefrom, as well as powers necessary, appropriate, or incidental for its 

efficient and effective governance, and which are essential to the promotion of the general 

welfare. Within their respective territorial jurisdictions, local government units shall ensure 

and support, among other things, x x x to promote health and safety x x x” 

 

WHEREAS, as mandated by the general welfare clause of the LGC, The DILG issued 

Memorandum Circular No. 2020-023 on February 06, 2020 mandating local government units 

to organize Barangay Health Emergency Response Teams (BHERTS) in light of the COVID 19 

pandemic, which includes, among others, at least two BHWs; 

 

WHEREAS, in line with the Philippine commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals, 

it is the long-term vision of the State, as enshrined in Ambisyon Natin 2040, that the Filipino 

people shall live long and healthy lives; 

  

WHEREAS, incumbent BHWs were provided health trainings by the national and/or local 
governments and gained sufficient experiences in the performance of their function, duties 

and responsibilities; 

 

WHEREAS, the retention and continued service of BHWs are imbued with public interest 

in promoting the general welfare of the people, especially in light of the present public health 

emergency; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives 

strongly urge the Department of Interior Local Government, the Department of Health and 

local government units to institute policies, proper guidelines and mechanisms for the 

retention and continued service of BHWs, to wit: 

 

1. Provide full support to the BHWs in the performance of their functions and 

continuing development; 

 

2.  Ensure the welfare of BHWs holistically; 

 

3. Accord protection for BHWs from unjust and arbitrary dismissal or harassment, 

due process and redress of their grievances. 

 

Adopted, 

 

 

 

REP. ANGELICA NATASHA A. CO 

       BHW PARTYLIST  


