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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

Introduced by Representative Manuel Luis T. Lopez 

A RESOLUTION 
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE, IN AID OF 
LEGISLATION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, THE STATUS OF SUPPORT 
PLEDGES MADE TO MANSUETO “ONYOK” VELASCO AND OTHER NATIONAL 
ATHLETES, TO ENSURE THAT ALL COMMITMENTS TO OUR NATIONAL 
ATHLETES ARE FULFILLED AND TO AVOID FUTURE INCIDENTS OF EMPTY 
PLEDGES WHICH UNDERMINES THE PRIDE AND HONOR THESE ATHLETES 
BRING TO THE NATION 

WHEREAS, in the past weeks, our nation teemed with pride and honor as we 
cheered for our world-class athletes and celebrated their historic victories at the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics;  

WHEREAS, as a token of our appreciation for their tremendous passion, resolve, 
and dedication to their sports, many of our leaders pledged support to our national 
athletes, whether in cash or in kind; 

WHEREAS, while we celebrated our national athletes’ record-breaking, multiple 
medals at the Olympics, news broke that a previous Olympian, Mansueto “Onyok” 
Velasco, did not receive the pledges of several government officials after his victory 
at the Olympics; 

WHEREAS, we have not forgotten Velasco’s stunning victory in the Men’s Light 
Flyweight Division at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics—a long-held victory only followed by 
the Zamboanga pride Hidilyn Diaz’ silver medal in the 2016 Rio Olympics; 

WHEREAS, according to various reports, Velasco has not received the full support 
promised by various government officials and private entities, such as a house and 
lot under his name, a lifetime monthly allowance of Php 10,000.00, and a scholarship 
for all of his children;1 

1 Nasiad, F. (2021). Onyok did not get all promised reward. Manila Times. 
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/08/05/sports/onyok-did-not-get-all-promised-
reward/1809701  
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WHEREAS, it was also reported that members of the House of Representatives 
have supposedly pledged Php 2.5 million to Velasco, which he has yet to receive to 
this date;2 

WHEREAS, more than two decades since his victory, it is utterly disconcerting and 
disgraceful that respectable leaders of our nation have failed to honor their pledges 
to a treasured athlete;  

WHEREAS, the recent Olympics have proven to us that our national athletes have 
the talent, skills, and resolve to go toe-to-toe with the best athletes in the world, 
despite limited support and numerous constraints, including those posed by the 
pandemic; 

WHEREAS, while we are striving to develop and improve sporting facilities, 
programs, and incentives for our athletes, these pledges provide invaluable 
encouragement and appreciation for their unrelenting efforts; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, to direct the 
appropriate committee to investigate, in aid of legislation and for other purposes, the 
status of support pledges made to Mansueto “Onyok” Velasco and other national 
athletes, to ensure that all commitments to our national athletes are fulfilled and to 
avoid future incidents of empty pledges which undermines the pride and honor these 
athletes bring to the nation. 

ADOPTED, 

     HON. MANUEL LUIS T. LOPEZ 
    Representative 

1st District, City of Manila 

2 Olivares, R. (2016). Onyok Velasco still has not received Olympic medal bonus 20 years later. 
Rappler. https://www.rappler.com/sports/onyok-velasco-waits-incentives  


