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RESOLUTION 
DIRECTING THE COMMITTEES ON JUSTICE AND HUMAN  
RIGHTS TO JOINTLY CONDUCT AN INQUIRY INTO THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10353, OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS THE ANTI-ENFORCED OR INVOLUNTARY 

DISAPPEARANCE ACT OF 2012, REQUIRE PERTINENT REPORTS 
FROM IMPLEMENTING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND THE 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, AND RECOMMEND 
REMEDIAL MEASURES TOWARD THE ACT’S FULL AND STRICT 

IMPLEMENTATION  

WHEREAS, Section 26 of Rule IX of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives of the 18th Congress provides that: “Committees shall 
have oversight responsibilities to determine whether or not laws and 
programs addressing subjects within their jurisdictions are being 
implemented and carried out in accordance with the intent of Congress 
. . . ”; 

WHEREAS, it is further provided that in the exercise of their 
oversight responsibilities, committees are mandated to review and 
study on a continuing basis, or upon order of the House:  

“a. the application, administration, execution, and 
effectiveness of laws and programs addressing 
subjects within their respective jurisdictions;  

“b. the organization and operation of national agencies 
and entities having responsibilities for the 
administration and execution of laws and programs 
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addressing subjects within their respective 
jurisdictions; and  

“c. any conditions or circumstances that may indicate 
the necessity or desirability of enacting new or 
additional legislation addressing subjects within their 
respective jurisdictions.”; 

WHEREAS, on 21 December 2012, R.A. No. 10353, otherwise 
known as the Anti-Enforced or Involuntary Disappearance Act of 2012, 
was signed into law, capping 16 long years of steadfast lobbying by 
the families of the disappeared and other human rights advocates;  

WHEREAS, consistent with the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CPED), R.A. 
No. 10353 considers enforced disappearance as the “arrest, detention, 
abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the 
State or by persons or groups of persons acting with the authorization, 
support or acquiescence of the State, followed by a refusal to 
acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or 
whereabouts of the disappeared person, which places such person 
outside the protection of the law.” (Article 2, CPED; SEC. 3 (b), R.A. 
No. 10353); 

WHEREAS, R.A. No. 10353 does not only seek to penalize 
enforced disappearance and impose criminal, civil and administrative 
sanctions, but also to prevent its commission and set in place 
mechanisms to strengthen the right to truth and information on the 
whereabouts and condition of persons deprived of liberty by public 
authorities who are sworn to protect the people’s rights and welfare;  

WHEREAS, despite the law’s comprehensive coverage ranging 
from prevention to prosecution to reparation, and timely response to 
enforced disappearance, which is a multiple violation of human rights, 
the egregious offense remains unabated with 2,501 reported victims 
from the Marcos regime to the present Duterte administration; 

WHEREAS, under the current administration, enforced 
disappearance, which usually and generally targets political activists, 
now ensnares drug war-related victims reportedly numbering no less 
than 43, thereby increasing to 130 the total number of disappeared 
victims for the period from July 2016 to June 2021;  

WHEREAS, it is imperative for government to fully and strictly 
implement R.A. No. 10353 in order to holistically address the human 
suffering caused by enforced disappearance, the criminal liability of 
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individual perpetrators, the State’s responsibility to provide reparation 
and effect institutional reforms toward ending the offense and 
upholding the rule of law.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY 
RESOLVED, that the Committees on Justice and Human Rights be 
directed to jointly conduct an inquiry into the implementation of 
Republic Act No. 10353, otherwise known as the Anti-Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearance Act of 2012, require pertinent reports from 
implementing government agencies and the Commission on Human 
Rights, and recommend remedial measures toward the Act’s full and 
strict implementation. 

Adopted, 

EDCEL C. LAGMAN 

 3


