
Republic of the Philippines 
House of Representatives 

Quezon City, Metro Manila 

Eighteenth Congress 
Third Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO._______ 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Introduced by Representatives Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco,  
Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez and Joseph Stephen “Caraps” S. Paduano 

___________________________________________________________________ 

RESOLUTION 
CONGRATULATING, COMMENDING, AND CONFERRING THE 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF DISTINCTION TO NESTHY ALCAYDE 
PETECIO FOR WINNING THE PHILIPPINES’ FIRST-EVER SILVER 
MEDAL IN WOMEN’S BOXING AT THE 2020 TOKYO SUMMER 
OLYMPICS ON 03 AUGUST 2021 

WHEREAS, on 03 August 2021, Filipino Olympian pugilist Nesthy Alcayde 
Petecio brought pride and honor to the country by winning the country’s first-ever 
silver medal in women’s boxing at the Summer Olympics; 

WHEREAS, since the Philippines first competed in 1924, our country has sent 
athletes to every edition of the Summer Olympic Games, except in 1980, in our 
earnest campaign to win the prestigious Olympic Gold Medal; 

WHEREAS, the Olympics is considered the pinnacle of sports competition in the 
world. The 2020 Summer Olympics was delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and is now being held in Tokyo, Japan; 

WHEREAS, Petecio’s silver finish after Hidilyn Diaz’s golden victory is 
historically significant as it marks the first multi-medal finish for the Philippines 
since 1932; 
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WHEREAS, her silver medal Olympic triumph is the first for Philippine boxing in 
25 years, after Mansueto "Onyok" Velasco's silver medal win at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics; 

WHEREAS, said triumph is significant because it marks the first Olympic medal 
for a Filipina boxer in a nation where boxing is highly celebrated and revered, 
perhaps second only to basketball; 

WHEREAS, Petecio’s win is also noteworthy because a Filipina has brought home 
the long-sought honor for a sports considered by majority of Filipinos to be the 
domain of men;  

WHEREAS, Nesthy Petecio, was born in 1991 to a modest family in Bago Gallera, 
Davao City. Teodoro, her father is a farmer, and her mother, Prescilla, is a housewife. 
Petecio used to pick up chicken droppings with her siblings and sell them as 
fertilizer;  

WHEREAS, she was born to a family of boxing enthusiasts: her father taught her 
the science of boxing while her younger brother Norlan and younger sister Nicezza 
also followed her footsteps and took up boxing; 

WHEREAS, like most Filipinos, she values her family very much. She joined 
boxing competitions to gain free meals and eventually to help her family and still 
credits her most recent victory to her father’s Olympic dream, and the steady and 
strong support of her immediate family; 

WHEREAS, Petecio’s fearlessness as a fighter started even during her first amateur 
boxing fight during the Araw ng Dabaw when it was revealed that her first opponent 
in the ring was a man; 

WHEREAS, she attended Rizal Technological University for her higher education; 

WHEREAS, in 2007, she won gold in boxing at the Smart National Youth and 
Women’s Open Boxing Championships in Cagayan de Oro, Philippines. The 
Amateur Boxing Association of the Philippines-Calinan boxing team recruited her 
in the same year; 

WHEREAS, at age 15, she already gained a slot in the national women's boxing 
team; 

WHEREAS, she successively won numerous medals for the country: silver in 
boxing at the 2011 Southeast Asian (SEA) Games, bronze in boxing in the 2012 
Asian Championships, silver in boxing at the 2013 SEA Games, silver in boxing at 
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the 2014 AIBA Women’s World Championships, and gold in boxing at the 2015 
Indonesia President’s Cup; 

WHEREAS, Petecio finished third in boxing in the women’s lightweight division 
at the 2017 President’s Cup in Astana, Kazakhstan and ninth in boxing in the 
women’s featherweight division at the 2017 Asian Championships in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam; 

WHEREAS, she was declared champion in the women’s boxing featherweight 
division at the 2018 Feliks Stamm in Warsaw, Poland. She also finished ninth in 
boxing in women’s featherweight division at the 2018 Asian Games in Indonesia; 

WHEREAS, she won gold in boxing at the 2019 Thailand Open International 
Boxing Championship, the 2019 AIBA Women’s World Boxing Championships and 
the 2019 SEA Games. She finished ninth in boxing in women’s featherweight 
division at the 2019 Asian Championships in Bangkok, Thailand. 

WHEREAS, Nesthy Petecio won silver in boxing in the women’s featherweight 
division after losing to Sena Irie of Japan in the final round, making her the first 
female fighter representing the Philippines to win a medal in boxing in the Olympics; 

WHEREAS, Petecio did not let her modest height of 1.58m or 5ft 2in get in the way 
of her ambition. She proved to be a force to be reckoned with in the boxing ring;  

WHEREAS, a proud and out member of the LBGTQIA+ community like fellow 
Filipina Olympian boxer Irish Magno, Petecio also dedicated her triumph to all 
members of the LGBTQIA+, providing them inspiration and telling them that they 
also belong, and can succeed and achieve anything they put their minds to; 

WHEREAS, Petecio almost quit boxing and has battled with depression after being 
knocked out at the 2018 Asian Games, but she managed to overcome her depression 
and severe anxiety and blazed a comeback in 2019, winning a world championship 
gold in Russia and another gold in the Southeast Asian Games held in the 
Philippines, inspiring many Filipinos suffering from mental health issues that the 
same can be overcome with determination and proper support; 

WHEREAS, Petecio has now inspired countless Filipino women and girls, athletes, 
and young Filipino dreamers to reach for their goals and achieve their dreams; and  

WHEREAS, Nesthy Petecio’s fighting heart and indomitable spirit has ignited hope 
and dreams in our country reeling from the current pandemic and economic 
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downturn by bringing honor and pride to all Filipinos, whether in the country or 
abroad; 

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives has awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Distinction for Filipino achievers in sports, business, medicine, science and other 
fields;

WHEREAS, for her remarkable feat in the Olympics, and for bringing great honor 
and pride to the Filipinos and the whole country, Nesthy Petecio deserves utmost 
emulation and recognition: Now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, To 

congratulate, commend, and confer the Congressional Medal of Distinction to 

Nesthy Alcayde Petecio for winning the Philippines’ first-ever silver medal in 

women’s boxing at the 2020 Tokyo Summer Olympics on 03 August 2021.  

RESOLVED, FURTHER, That a copy of this Resolution be given to Nesthy 

Petecio. 

Adopted, 

LORD ALLAN JAY Q. VELASCO 

JOSEPH STEPHEN “CARAPS” S. PADUANO 


