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RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING

THE RECENT DECLARATIONS OF THE HEADS OF DEPED AND CHED,
REASSESSING THE ONLINE LEARNING POLICY, AND CHALLENGING

PRESIDENT DUTERTE TO PRIORITIZE A GRADUAL AND SAFE RESUMPTION OF
FACE-TO-FACE CLASSES

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly affected the Filipinos’ way of life,
from their daily activities to their social activities, even their cultural and economic
situation;

WHEREAS, one of the severely affected sectors of Philippine society is the education
sector, which, from the traditional face-to-face classes was forced to transition into a
distance-learning setup without prior preparations and pre-existing structural support
system;

WHEREAS, there have been challenges and difficulties in providing meaningful and
quality education due to several structural constraints, logistic deficiencies,
infrastructural concerns, and inadequacy in training of trainers;

WHEREAS, students found the new mode of learning more tedious and more difficult,
and have caused others to be utterly frustrated;

WHEREAS, studies show that Modular or Online Distance Learning has not been
effective, especially for low-income families, have failed to consider different learning
capacity levels per person, and do not provide an effective feedback system;

WHEREAS, based on DepEd’s data, the enrollment in kindergarten up to senior high
school for the School Year 2020-2021 dropped more than 25 percent from the
previous school year, attributable in one part to the persistence of the pandemic;

WHEREAS, there has been a recorded 14% decline in the enrollment of Senior High
School Students for School Year 2020-2021;

WHEREAS, the difficulty of manner and method of facilitating learning in the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as economic difficulties experienced during the
pandemic, are oft-cited reasons, among others, for dropping out;
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WHEREAS, students have also been affected by the historic economic crisis brought
about by this pandemic, either by forcing them to have other jobs to sustain their cost of
living or by being forced to stop altogether;

WHEREAS, students have also experienced anxiety regarding the sufficiency of their
skills and capabilities during this pandemic, as well as the prospects after;

WHEREAS, the overall climate produced by this COVID-19 pandemic has not been
conducive to learning, and have caused the students’ mental health to deteriorate, as
evidenced by a 25.7% rise in the number of suicide cases and a recorded 3,529 cases
of intentional self-harm during the pandemic, some of the cases prominently figuring
either teachers or students;

WHEREAS, recent declarations by the Commission on Higher Education (CHEd)
Chairman Prospero ‘Popoy’ de Vera said that “flexible learning” will be here to stay as a
“new normal” in the educational sector, and expressed that moving forward, it is
expected that there will be no reversion to the traditional face-to-face classes as the
primary method of teaching;

WHEREAS, Department of Education (DepEd) Secretary Leonor Briones easily
acquiesced to President Duterte’s recent declaration disallowing the safe and gradual
resumption of face-to-face classes in the basic education sector, thus showing the
inclination of the department to not ensure the resumption of face-to-face classes;

WHEREAS, the Duterte administration has provided so little aid and fiscal support for
the education sector, in contrast to the massive financial support he has extended to the
armed forces and other departments unrelated to the provision of basic social services;

WHEREAS, these recent actions of the heads of education alongside the general policy
framework of the Duterte administration, evinces a clear lack of concern for the welfare
of Filipino students and the youth in general;

WHEREAS, several efforts have been made by the youth and students to make their
concerns known, such as mobilizations, petition-signing, fora, and lobbying for the
gradual and safe resumption of classes and the provision of student aid and relief in the
interim,

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the House of
Representatives expresses it sense that the respective heads of education should focus
on ensuring the best interests of its stakeholders instead of dismissing sound and
legitimate proposals;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Department of Budget and Management
should earmark funds for the provision of student aid for those in need and sufficient
budget for the gradual and safe resumption of classes;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT urges the Department of Education and the
Commission on Higher Education to ensure there is adequate structural and fiscal
support for the gradual and safe resumption of face-to-face classes;

Adopted,



Rep. SARAH JANE I. ELAGO
Kabataan Party-list


