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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

House Resolution No. ____ 

Introduced by Rep. Deogracias Victor "DV" B. Savellano 

A RESOLUTION 

DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE HOUSE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 

IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE STATUS OF PROGRAMS, PROJECTS, AND POLICIES 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IN IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF 

EDUCATION IN THE PHILIPPINES, WITH AN END GOAL OF INSTITUTING FURTHER 

RELEVANT LEGISLATIVE INTERVENTION IN ADDRESSING THE ISSUES AND GAPS 

OF THE COUNTRY'S EDUCATION SYSTEM IN THE CURRENT PANDEMIC AND FOR 

FUTURE HEALTH EMERGENCIES 

WHEREAS, Article XIV, Section 2 of the Constitution states, in part, that "[t]he State shall 

establish, maintain, and support a complete, adequate, and integrated system of 

education relevant to the needs of the people and society"; 

WHEREAS, the Enhanced Basic Education Act of 20131  (K to 12 Law) added two years 

to basic education. It has given much emphasis on the State's commitment to have a 

basic functional education in the country that will develop productive and responsible 

Filipino citizens equipped with the essential competencies, skills, and values for both 

life-long learning and employment;  

WHEREAS, the Department of Education (DepEd) is the leading government agency that 

is responsible for ensuring access to quality of basic education in the Philippines; 

WHEREAS, DepEd has issued several policy guidelines to improve functional literacy in 

the country, including Department Order No. 12 s. 2015 to strengthen the "Every Child 

a Reader Program" (ECARP), which was further strengthened under Bawat Bata 

Bumabasa (3Bs) reading program2 to improve the reading and numeracy skills of 

learners; 

1 Republic Act No. 10533 
2 under Memorandum No. 173 s. 2019 
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WHEREAS, DepEd has also released Department Order No. 14 s. 2018 which  

implemented the Revised Philippine Informal Reading Inventory assessment to 

learners, a classroom-based assessment tool that measures and describes the learner's 

reading performance in both English and Filipino languages in oral reading, silent 

reading, and listening comprehension;  

WHEREAS, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic raised the need for the country's 

education system to shift towards new techniques of learning that observe public health 

standards in response to the health crisis while maintaining accessibility and ensuring 

the delivery of quality education; 

WHEREAS, with the new normal as an impending reality, existing practices in learning, 

such as face-to-face interaction, field engagements, and extra-curricular activities, are 

not viable for now, as the conditions call for alternative modalities with less physical 

interactions or better social distancing measures; 

WHEREAS, A World Bank report3 on Philippine Education has observed poor learning 

results among students in the Philippines, which has started even before the eruption 

of the global health crisis brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic; 

WHEREAS, the said report was based on the three assessments the Philippines 

participated in -- the Program for International Student (PISA) in 2018, the Trends in 

International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) in 2019, and the first cycle of the 

Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) in 2019; 

WHEREAS, the World Bank is in the position4 that the Philippine education was made 

even worse by the COVID-19 pandemic, concluding from the assessments that eighty 

percent (80%) of children in the Philippines "do not know what they should know in 

school."; 

WHEREAS, across the three global assessments, the World Bank said5 , only 10 to 22 

percent (10%-22%) of Grade 4, 5, and 9 students in the Philippines posted scores "at 

or above minimum proficiency." 

WHEREAS, the use of alternative modalities of learning, such as distance learning and 

blended learning, are all essential elements in shifting towards new ways of learning 

while we co-exist in the New Normal; 

WHEREAS, while the government is continuously taking control of the COVID-19 

pandemic to minimize and mitigate its impact on the lives of the people and the 

economy, the focus on its impact on the Philippine Education System is equally worth 

3 As contained in https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1145626 
4 Ibid 
5 Ibid 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1145626


examining as the education system is not only about teaching the learners or 

determining whether it is safe to reopen schools; it is a sector in itself that highly 

contributes to the advancement of our nation as a whole; 

WHEREAS,  the government should take remedial measures to ensure that what it had 

invested in the education of its learners will not be put to waste, make them appreciate 

the inherent value of education, especially the most vulnerable and marginalized 

learners, and that effective means be adopted to put the education system back on its 

tracks in due time, and leaving no one behind;  

WHEREAS, there is an outstanding need to monitor the implementation of Republic Act 

No. 10533 to warrant that the law meets its purpose of developing "productive and 

responsible citizens equipped with the essential competencies, skills and values for both 

life-long learning and employment, and introduce appropriate legislative intervention 

to make it attuned to the needs of the present time;  

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need to protect and effectively address the gaps and 

lapses in our educational system to help the youth attain their total productive capacity 

and empower them to participate in and contribute to our national development 

properly;   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the House of 

Representatives to direct the appropriate house committees to conduct an inquiry, in 

aid of legislation, on the status of programs, projects, and policies of the Department of 

Education in improving the quality of education in the Philippines, with an end goal of 

instituting further relevant legislative intervention in addressing the issues and gaps of 

the country's education system in the current pandemic and for future health 

emergencies. 

Adopted, 

REP. DEOGRACIAS VICTOR "DV" B. SAVELLANO 


