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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

House Resolution No. ____ 

Introduced by Rep. DEOGRACIAS VICTOR B. SAVELLANO 

A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE NEED TO HAVE AN ADDITIONAL FUNDS IN 
MENU OF OUR PPRIORITY PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS OF PRODUCTIVITY IN 
AGRICULTURE (DA) SUCH AS SMALL WATER IMPOUNDING PROJECTS (SWIP) AND RAIN 
HARVESTING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE’S AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY IN THE 
COUNTRY 

WHEREAS, the scientific community widely agrees that climate change is already a  reality. 
It is undoubtedly the biggest challenge confronting the Philippines today and the vulnerability 
of water resources to this phenomenon is a reality that can no longer be ignored; 

WHEREAS, the growing concerns on water scarcity especially in the agricultural sector pose 
a major challenge among decision makers to put more focus on making this resource 
available; 

WHEREAS, study showed that in the Philippines, the average annual rainfall is 2400 mm which 
is adequate to meet the annual water demand for crop production. However, rainfall is unevenly 
distributed throughout the year in most parts of the country resulting to excessive runoff and 
flooding during rainy months and water deficits during the dry months. Since the available 
amount of water is limited, scarce and not spatially distributed in relation to the population 
needs, proper management of water resources is essential to satisfy the current demands as well 
as to maintain sustainability; 

WHEREAS, to address this matter, the House of Representatives (HREP) seeks the Department of 
Agriculture to prioritize this vital concern by including as part of its priority programs the inclusion 
of small water impounding projects for the augmentation of water resource needed for the 
improvement of our country’s agriculture; 

WHEREAS, said inclusion will support the irrigation and inland fishery programs of the government. 
It is also important to take note that rainwater harvesting through SWIPs remains one of the key 
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government interventions to contribute to the country's irrigation development program and an 
option for climate change adaptation. Farmers also recognized the importance of SWIPs as they 
frequently request the establishment of additional SWIPs in their respective areas. As weather 
becomes more severe and unpredictable due to climate change, a new paradigm in the 
management of rainwater is require; 

WHEREAS, this new paradigm involves the development of small scale detention ponds or 
rainwater storage facilities, instead of large remote projects, with each small scale facility 
promoting multi-purpose rainwater management rather than single purpose watershed 
management. Such facilities could not only prevent flooding, but could also reduce the effect of 
drought with rainwater being conserved for immediate or future use; 

WHEREAS, strengthening of this program will expect to provide optimum utilization of lakes and 
reservoirs in the upland areas for agricultural production. SWIP can also provide supplemental 
irrigation water for intensified crop production which may substantially increase farmers’ 
income. Thus, increasing the contribution to the water requirements of livestock 
production, aquaculture, power generation, and recreation; 

WHEREAS, as it is now, the Department of Agriculture (DA) is requested to consider this project as 
part of its priority projects to address the scarcity of water resource; 

WHEREAS, there is an immediate need for the House of Representatives, through its Special 
Committee on North Luzon Growth Quadrangle, to look into the this vital concern with the help 
and coordination of the Department of Agriculture;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the House of Representatives, 
to urge the House of Representatives in the need to have an additional funds in  menu of our 
priority programs to address the problems of productivity in Agriculture (DA) such as small water 
impounding projects (SWIP) and rain harvesting for the improvement of the Philippine’s 
agricultural industry in the country 

Adopted, 

DEOGRACIAS VICTOR B. SAVELLANO 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/watershed-management
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/watershed-management

