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A RESOLUTION 
COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY (MIT) SCHOLAR HILLARY DIANE ANDALES OF THE PROVINCE 
OF LEYTE FOR BEING CHOSEN AS ONE OF THE 38 EXTRAORDINARY 

STUDENTS OF MIT NAMED 2021 BURCHARD SCHOLARS 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

WHEREAS, MIT's mission is to advance knowledge and educate students in science, 
technology, and other fields of study that will best serve the world in the twenty-first century; 

WHEREAS, MIT is ranked first in the World University Rankings, earning a maximum 
score of 100 based on diverse factors, including academic reputation and faculty and student 
performance. The university, based in Boston, has long been lauded for its accomplishments in 
science, engineering, and technology.; 

WHEREAS,	Hillary Diane Andales moved to the United States of America in 2019 on a 
scholarship to study physics at MIT, where she hopes to improve science communication in the 
Philippines through the creation of more visual materials that simplify technical terms; 

WHEREAS, Hillary Diane Andales gained international attention with her award-winning 
video explanation of Einstein's Theory of Relativity, which beat out 11,000 other entries from 178 
countries in the 2017 Breakthrough Junior Challenge Award; 

WHEREAS, Hillary Diane Andales is the first Filipino to receive the Breakthrough Junior 
Challenge Award, which was established by Facebook founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg and 
his wife, Priscilla Chan, in collaboration with Sergey Brin and Anne Wojcicki, Yuri and Julia 
Milner.; 

WHEREAS, the MIT School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences (MIT SHASS) is 
delighted to announce on the MIT website that 38 sophomores and junior students have been 
named 2021 Burchard Scholars, to which Hillary Diane Andales, for the field of Physics, is one of 
the 38 extraordinary Burchard Scholars; 

WHEREAS, The Burchard Scholars program is designed to provide promising students 
with a challenging and supportive environment to develop their ability to express, critique, and 
debate ideas with peers and mentors. The Scholars develop respectful, adaptable approaches to 
engaging in complex intellectual discussions through their conversations; 
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WHEREAS, Burchard Scholars are an exceptional group of MIT undergraduates who have 
demonstrated an interest in and aptitude for the humanities, social sciences, and arts;  

WHEREAS, Hillary Diane Andales's commendation and distinction demonstrate that 
Filipino students can compete with proper training, if not outperform, their foreign counterparts. 

WHEREAS, Hillary Diane Andales's outstanding performance has reaffirmed our 
commitment to developing and improving our educational system, as well as to establish the 
Philippines as a breeding ground for globally competitive scientists and researchers; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT HEREBY RESOLVED, BY THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, to commend, congratulate, and thus recognize Hillary Diane 
Andales for her success and the corresponding pride and inspiration she has instilled in the Filipino 
people, particularly the youth. 

Adopted, 

CARL NICOLAS CELLONA CARI 
Representative 

Fifth District of Leyte 
Baybay City 


