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HOUSE RESOLUTION  
STRONGLY URGING PRESIDENT RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE 

TO IMMEDIATELY TERMINATE OR WITHDRAW  
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 135, SERIES OF 2021,  

THAT TEMPORARILY LOWERED THE RATES OF  
IMPORT DUTY ON RICE 

WHEREAS, under Section 1608 (f) of Republic Act No. 10863 or the Customs 1 

Modernization and Tariff Act and Section 6 of RA 11203 or the Rice Tariffication Law 2 

(RTL), Congress has the power to withdraw or terminate the delegated power of the 3 

President to reduce existing rates of import duties; 4 

WHEREAS, on 15 May 2021, President Rodrigo Duterte signed Executive Order 5 

No. 135, series of 2021, that temporarily reduce the Most Favored Nation (MFN) tariff 6 

rates on imported rice from 40% for in-quota and 50% for out-quota to 35% for one year; 7 

WHEREAS, the Office of the President stated that EO 135 intends to diversify the 8 

country’s market sources, augment rice supply, maintain price affordability, and reduce 9 

pressures on inflation; 10 

WHEREAS, in replacing the quantitative restriction on import volume with tariffs, 11 

RTL has caused the unimpeded influx of imported rice in the local market that resulted 12 

in plummeting palay farmgate prices and inflicted huge losses to millions of palay 13 

farmers, but has minimal effects on consumers as it fails to considerably lower the retail 14 

prices of rice, among others; 15 

WHEREAS, farmer organizations, cooperatives, people’s organizations, and 16 

lawmakers have firmly and continuously opposed RTL due to its continuing adverse 17 

impacts on the rice industry since its enactment in February 2019; 18 
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WHEREAS, imposition of a lower import tariff rate under EO 135 will only further 1 

aggravate the situation of rice farmers and worsen the current state of the rice industry 2 

assaulted with the catastrophic effects of RTL, while the Rice Comprehensive 3 

Enhancement Program (RCEP) provision in the law is yet to be fully carried out; 4 

WHEREAS, EO 135, inter alia policy measures on rice, contradicts the promotion 5 

of general welfare principle enshrined in our Constitution; 6 

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon the Congress, by the principle of checks and 7 

balances, to exercise its mandate in crafting prompt and responsive policies that are 8 

based on the rights, welfare, and interests of our basic sectors, including our rice farmers; 9 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, 10 

to strongly urge President Rodrigo Roa Duterte to immediately terminate or withdraw 11 

Executive Order No. 135, series of 2021, that temporarily lowered the rates of import 12 

duty on rice. 13 

Adopted, 

REP. ARGEL JOSEPH T. CABATBAT 
Magsasaka Partylist 


