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House Resolution No. ____ 

Introduced by the Honorable Precious Hipolito Castelo 

A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES (IATF) AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH (DOH) TO PUSH FOR THE LOCAL PRODUCTION OF COVID-19 
VACCINES 

WHEREAS, as of May 12, 2021, 7,779,050 doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been 
delivered to the Philippines1; 

WHEREAS, latest data show that 2,539,693 doses have been administered, with 2,025,038 
as first dose and 514,655 as second dose2; 

WHEREAS, this means that around merely 1.86% of our country’s population have received 
the first of the two doses while those who have taken both jabs represent around 0.47% of 
the population; 

WHEREAS, evidently, the Philippines has a long road ahead in achieving herd immunity, 
which should cover around 70-80% of the population according to the country’s vaccine czar, 
Sec. Carlito Galvez, Jr.; 

WHEREAS, latest vaccination figures show that there are 67,780 doses administered daily 
in the country; 

WHEREAS, at this rate, it will take about 6.4 years to cover 75% of the population in order to 
achieve herd immunity3;  

WHEREAS, the most fundamental problem with regard to these vaccines is the lack of 
supply as there are only a few pharmaceutical companies that manufacture them; 

WHEREAS, in the United States, President Joe Biden have called for the temporary 
loosening of pharmaceutical giants’ patents on COVID-19 vaccines as he argued that private 
profits should take a back seat over sharing critical knowledge that could save millions of 
lives4; 

1 Rappler. “Tracker: The Philippines’ COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution”. Rappler.com. Retrieved on May 14, 2021 
at https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/data-documents/tracker-covid-19-vaccines-distribution-philippines 
2 Id. 
3 Bloomberg. “More than 1.38 Billion Shots Given: COVID-19 Tracker”. Bloomberg.com. Retrieved on May 14, 
2021 at https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/  
4 Collinson, Stephen. “ANALYSIS: In a decision on COVID-19 patents, Joe Biden chose humanity”. CNN 
Philippines. Retrieved on May 14, 2021 at https://cnnphilippines.com/world/2021/5/6/joe-biden-covid19-
patent.html 
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WHEREAS, the Philippines should share the call to the pharmaceutical companies in 
waiving their intellectual property rights to the COVID-19 vaccines; 
 
WHEREAS, the global race to herd immunity cannot be attained without the cooperation of 
every nation, because no one is safe from COVID-19 until everyone is safe; 
 
WHEREAS, despite the implementation of stricter border controls, different COVID-19 
variants are finding their way into other countries, which means that this pandemic should be 
fought not only nationally but also globally; 
 
WHEREAS, with the likelihood of needing annual re-vaccination due to the potential waning 
effect of the protection given by existing COVID-19 vaccines, there is also a need to be self-
sufficient in terms of vaccine supply; 
 
WHEREAS, it is therefore logical to invest in the technology and manpower for the local 
manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines; 
 
WHEREAS, the government shall constantly envision for the modernization of the country’s 
health care system to be able to improve national pandemic readiness and disaster 
response; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives to urge the IATF 
and the DOH to push for the local production of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
ADOPTED, 
         

         
 
          
 

PRECIOUS HIPOLITO CASTELO 


