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A RESOLUTION 

STRONGLY URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES THROUGH 

THE APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE UTILIZATION 

OF THE 19.2 BILLION PESO FUND OF THE NATIONAL TASK FORCE TO 

LOCAL COMMUNIST ARMED CONFLICT (NTF-ELCAC). 

WHEREAS, on 4 December 2018, the President issued Executive Order 

No. 70 for the purpose of Institutionalizing a Whole-of-Nation approach in 

attaining inclusive and sustainable peace, creating a national task force to end 

local communist armed conflict, and directing the adoption of a National Peace 

Framework. 

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Executive Order No. 70 created the National 

Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) to ensure 

efficient and effective implementation of the Whole-of Nation approach 

towards attaining inclusive and sustainable peace. 

WHEREAS, Section 1, Article III of the 1987 Constitution specifically 

safeguards the right of Philippine citizens against deprivation of life, liberty 

and property without due process of law. 

WHEREAS, for the past months, and perhaps due to the actions of some 

officials of the NTF-ELCAC, it has been the subject of heavy criticism and 

condemnation of the public owing mostly to its highly questionable and 

controversial habit and practice of red-tagging various individuals through 

mainstream or social media.  

WHEREAS, the National Privacy Commission, through Commissioner 

Raymund Liboro, denounced in the strongest terms any act of unjust profiling 

as this may violate the citizen’s right to privacy and is in direct violation of the 

Rights of the Data Subject as provided for in Section 16 of Republic Act No. 

10173 otherwise known as the Data Privacy Act of 2012. 

WHEREAS, most recently, Lt. General Antonio Parlade Jr. and 

Communications Undersecretary Lorraine Badoy of the NTF-ELCAC has 

earned the ire of the public by initiating a background check on the organizers 

of the now wonderfully popular “community pantry” at Maginhawa Street put 

up by one Ms. Ana Patricia Non. The same activity has roused fear for safety 

of not only Ms. Ana Patricia Non but also of all community pantry organizers 

throughout the nation who inspiringly spread the spirit of bayanihan through 

the example of the Maginhawa Community Pantry. It is worthy to note that 

this contagious act of giving commenced by the community pantry spread not 

only nationwide but through other parts of the world as well.  
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 WHEREAS, the rampant and unlawful profiling and obvious red-

tagging of organizers of community pantries to associate them as members of 

the CPP-NPA and therefore “terrorists” by Lt. General Antonio Parlade Jr. and 

Communications Undersecretary Lorraine Badoy of the NTF-ELCAC is simply 

too wicked to be ignored. Attributing malice, without presenting hard evidence, 

sows division among Filipinos and send chilling effect to those who may want 

to help their kababayan. 

 

 WHEREAS, the unsubstantiated and baseless claims of Lt. General 

Antonio Parlade Jr. and Communications Undersecretary Lorraine Badoy of 

the NTF-ELCAC against the organizers of community pantries exposes them 

to serious dangers against their rights such as, but not limited to, surveillance 

and interception and recording of their communications, restriction on their 

right to travel, examination of their bank records, seizure and sequestration of 

their assets, and perhaps most importantly detention without judicial warrant 

of arrest for a period of fourteen (14) days which is extendable for another ten 

(10) days. Circumventing the safeguards and is in direct violation of the spirit 

for which the R.A. No. 11479 otherwise known as the Anti-Terrorism Act of 

2020 was passed into law, which is to protect the Filipino people against 

legitimate threats. 

 

 WHEREAS, on 20 April 2021, no less than Malacañang, through Sec. 

Harry Roque, stated that the community pantries should not be interfered with 

and that the President welcomes any and all efforts to help our countrymen 

during this pandemic. Sec. Roque specifically stated that "I think the President 

has spoken through my office. The DILG (Department of Interior and Local 

Government) has spoken, and unless their concern is about health protocols 

not being observed, they should let these community pantries alone… Let's just 

say the President welcomes all initiatives helping our countrymen while we 

are in a pandemic". 

 

 WHEREAS, furthermore on 20 April 2021, Sec. Eduardo Año of the 

DILG stated that “I have not ordered the PNP to look into the community 

pantries around the country… As long as the intention is good and without 

political color, it should be encouraged and supported. Since this is a purely 

voluntary and private initiative, we should not interfere except to ensure that 

minimum health standards are complied with”. 

 

 WHEREAS, moreover on 20 April 2021 Sec. Menardo Guevarra of the 

Department of Justice (DOJ) stated that “Suffice it to say that a person 

voluntarily doing an act of kindness and compassion toward his neighbor 

should be left alone… Organizers of community pantries have no legal duty 

nor are under any compulsion to fill out any forms, as these are not considered 

business, much less illegal activities”. 

 

 WHEREAS, most recently, as absolute and utter proof of incompetence 

or at the very least, ineptitude of some officials in the NTF-ELCAC, the 

spokespersons of the anti-communist insurgency council, Lt. General Antonio 

Parlade Jr. and Communications Undersecretary Lorraine Badoy, have been 

ordered to stop making remarks on the community pantries by no less than 

the National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr. The same act of the 

National Security Adviser confirms the public sentiments that the NTF-



ELCAC officials are doing more harm than good with their public statements 

which clearly does not promote inclusive and sustainable peace. 

 

 WHEREAS, granting without conceding that most officials in the NTF-

ELCAC are faithful to their duty and filled with good intentions, clearly 

however, that some of its officials are ineffective and inefficient in their 

mandate as their actions, as manifested in the recent events, have created a 

counter-productive measure towards attaining inclusive and sustainable peace 

and arguably, even contributed public sympathy to the cause of the communist 

party which they allege to have put up the community pantries well received 

and applauded by the public.   

 

 WHEREAS, the 19.2 Billion Peso fund of the NTF-ELCAC is comprised 

of 16.4 Billion for projects, while the remaining amount is allocated for their 

operational expenses. It is a great disservice to the Filipino nation to allow the 

NTF-ELCAC to proceed with their mandate without a thorough review by 

Congress, through its legislative oversight function, of how the same office is 

utilizing its funds which may well be put to better use in light of the COVID 

Pandemic through rechanneling to give more direct financial aid to 

unemployed workers displaced by the pandemic, upgrading our contract 

tracing abilities, or providing more hospital beds.   

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved by the 

House of Representatives, to direct the proper Committee to conduct An 

Investigation in Aid of Legislation on the Utilization of the 19.2 Billion Peso 

fund of the National task Force to End Local Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) 

 

Adopted, 

 

 

 
MICHAEL L. ROMERO 

Representative – Deputy Speaker  

1-PACMAN Party List 

 

 


