
Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Constitution Hills, Quezon City 

Eighteenth Congress 
Second Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

Introduced by Hon. Cyrille “Beng” F. Abueg-Zaldivar 

A RESOLUTION 
DIRECTING THE PROPER COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF 
LEGISLATION, ON THE PRESENCE OF CHINESE VESSELS AT 

THE JULIAN FELIPE REEF LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 177 
NAUTICAL MILES WEST OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF BATARAZA, 

PROVINCE OF PALAWAN, AND FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
ADOPTION OF REMEDIAL MEASURES TO ADDRESS THE 

UNAUTHORIZED, CONTINUED AND INCREASING PRESENCE 
OF CHINESE VESSELS IN OUR EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE IN 

THE WEST PHILIPPINE SEA 

WHEREAS, various news sources have reported the presence of 
around 220 vessels allegedly manned by Chinese militia moored in 
formation at the Julian Felipe Reef (Whitsun Reef), at the beginning of 
March 2021; 

WHEREAS, the Philippine Daily Inquirer reported that on March 
21, 2021, the National Task Force for the West Philippine Sea confirmed 
an earlier report of the Philippine Coast Guard that around 220 Chinese 
vessels were moored in formation at the Julian Felipe Reef (Whitsun Reef); 

WHEREAS, in the same article it was mentioned that as early as 
November 2020, Simularity (a US-based research company that analyzes 
satellite-based imagery in a historical context), first documented the 
arrival of Chinese vessels and that a large number has been mooring, 
arriving, and departing from the area since mid-December 2020; 
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WHEREAS, the Julian Felipe Reef is a large boomerang-shaped 
shallow coral reef at the northeast of Pagkakaisa Banks and Reefs (Union 
Reefs), about 177 nautical miles west of the Municipality of Bataraza, a 
municipality in Southern Palawan and within the Second Congressional 
District; 

 
WHEREAS, the presence of said Chinese vessels is within the 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Philippines recognized under the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), over which 
the country enjoys the sovereign rights to explore and exploit, as well as 
carries the responsibility to conserve and manage both living and non-
living resources;  

 
WHEREAS, according to reports, the presence of the Chinese 

vessels showed no actual fishing activities and they remained therein 
despite clear weather; 
 

WHEREAS, the presence of these Chinese vessels within the 
Philippine EEZ has caused fear for local fishermen and inhabitants of Pag-
asa Island of Kalayaan municipality and nearby municipalities of the 
Province of Palawan; 

 
WHEREAS, it is our solemn duty as signatory of the UNCLOS to 

protect our sovereign rights over the Philippine EEZ and to maintain and 
establish proper mechanisms for their recognition; 

 
WHEREAS, on March 21, 2021, the Republic of the Philippines 

lodged a diplomatic protest against the continued presence of these 
Chinese vessels; 
 

WHEREAS, despite the filing of this diplomatic protest and the 
conduct of patrols over the area by our military, some of these vessels 
remain therein and in other parts of our EEZ in the West Philippine Sea 
which is an affront to our sovereignty as a nation; 

 
WHEREAS, this continued interference of foreign vessels in our 

country’s EEZ constitutes a blatant disregard of our sovereign rights 
under international law. As such, it cannot be taken lightly and must be 
addressed immediately through a unified diplomatic and legal response; 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES to direct that the proper committee conduct an 
inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the presence of Chinese vessels at the 
Julian Felipe Reef and for the adoption of the necessary remedial 
measures to address the unauthorized, continued, and increasing 
presence of Chinese vessels in the Julian Felipe Reef and other areas 
within our EEZ in the West Philippine Sea, and for the formulation of 
legislation setting the proper policies to protect, secure, and advance our 
country’s sovereign rights within our EEZ.  

 
Adopted, 

 
 
 
                 
                       

    Representative 
                           Second District, Palawan 
 


