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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH TOCONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID
OF LEGISLATION, ON THE ALLEGED COVID-19 DIAGNOSTIC TESTING FRAUD
COMMITTED BY UNSCRUPULOUS INDIVIDUALS, WITH THE END IN VIEW OF
SAFEGUARDING THE INTEGRITY OF COVID-19 TEST RESULTS AND OF
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE RIGHT TO HEALTH OF THE FILIPINOS

WHEREAS, Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Constitution states that “the State shall
protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness among
them”;

WHEREAS, one of the components in effectively combating the COVID-19 pandemic is
diagnostic testing;

WHEREAS, the Department of Health-Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (DOH-
RITM) has warned the public against unscrupulous individuals posing as RITM employees
offering swabbing services and issuing falsified SARS-CoV-2 confirmatory test results;1

WHEREAS, it was reported that RITM was alerted of this illegal activity after receiving
requests for verification of a total of 27 COVID-19 test results from various private companies
and some Diseases Reporting Units (DRUs);2

WHEREAS, twenty (20) of these fake results were reportedly used for travel, three (3)
for hotel accommodations, and four (4) for other purposes;3

WHEREAS, the Philippine General Hospital has also cautioned the public against
dealing with suspicious individuals offering fake coronavirus tests;4

WHEREAS, the PGH advisory came after some social media users informed others about
a scheme of faking swab test results for travel and work;

1 RITM warns public against COVID-19 testing fraud (https://ritm.gov.ph/ritm-warns-public-
against-covid-19-testing-fraud/) Accessed on 27 March 2021
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
4 PGH warns public vs individuals offering fake COVID-19 test results, Catalina Ricci S.
Madarang, Interaksyon, March 24, 2021 (https://interaksyon.philstar.com/rumor-
cop/2021/03/24/188278/pgh-warns-public-vs-individuals-offering-fake-covid-19-test-results/)
Accessed on 27 March 2021
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WHEREAS, it was also reported that the provincial government of Negros Occidental
has caught some of its returning residents using fake reverse transcription-polymerase chain
reaction (RT-PCR) test results to enter the province;5

WHEREAS, Negros Occidental Provincial Administrator Rayfrando Diaz II said that the
travelers only used an antigen test and “passed it off as authentic RT-PCR test, but actually there
was no swabbing and extraction of examples”;6

WHEREAS, Diaz said he has screenshots of online negotiations between travelers and
forgers over fake RT-PCR tests, which range from P900 to P2,000. He claimed those who were
selling the fake RT-PCR tests would only require details such as the traveler's “name, age, sex,
date of birth, address, and contact number,” and that the traveler could get the results
immediately for P2,000;7

WHEREAS, the use of fraudulent COVID-19 laboratory results poses a grave danger not
only to individuals, but to the nation as a whole;

WHEREAS, amid the new COVID-19 variants that were detected in the country and in
the face of spiralling cases of COVID-19 infections, it is of utmost importance to stop profiteers
from the nefarious practice of forging negative COVID-19 test results and thereby safeguarding
the integrity of COVID-19 tests, including testing protocols, processes and technologies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved by the House of
Representatives to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the alleged COVID-19 diagnostic
testing fraud committed by unscrupulous individuals, with the end in view of safeguarding the
integrity of COVID-19 test results and protecting and promoting the right to health of the
Filipinos.

Adopted,

ANGELINA “HELEN” D.L. TAN, M.D.
4th District, Quezon

5 Negros Occidental catches travelers using fake COVID-19 test results, Marchel Espina,
Rappler, 26 March 2021 (https://www.rappler.com/nation/negros-occidental-catches-travelers-
fake-covid-19-test-results) Accessed on 27 March 2021
6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
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